State Children Bill.

lying-in homes in which State children
are placed will be open for ingpection
in the same way as the institutions kept
by foster parents. These provisions, it
is hoped, will largely tend to stamp out
baby farming, which has unfortunately
existed in the past in this State, though
not perhaps to the same extent as in
other States. Part IX, deals with pro-
cedure, penalties, and general provisions.
These arve the main features of the Bill,

which makes ample provision for the -

neglected child from the time of its bivth
until it is able to do for itself. No chld
need be without a home, whether it be
sent to a foster mother or to an institu-
tional home. It is not to my mind so
much a question of whether the Govern-
ment should adopt the boarding-out sys-
tem or send the children to an institu-
tional home, or go in for hoth systems.
The more important question is as to
what degree the State should accept the
whole respounsibility for these children.
Personally I cannot agree with much that
has bheen said recently, that the State
should aeccept without question every
foundling brought to it. I think it ig
right on the part of the Government fo
- provide a home for every destitute or
neglected c¢hild; but it appears *o me
just as mueh the duty of the Govern-
ment to see that parents do not .escape
their responsibilities, both financial and
soeial, for it is the duty of the parents
to see that the child has a proper home.
Ample provision, as I have said, is made
for every child to receive a home; but on
the other hand it is also provided that
the parent or guardian shall not escape
responsibility. I think T have touched
on the principal provisions of the Bill,
and if farther explanation be necessary
I will readily afford it when the Bill is
in Committee. I commend the Bill to
the House and have pleasure in moving—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. W, KINGSMILL, in moving the
adjournment of the debate, requested
that copies of the Bill now before mem-
bers he replaced by others containing
marginal references.
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The Minister promised to bring the
request under the notiee of the Crown
Law Department.

Motion passed, the debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT,
The House adjourned at 5.39 o’clock,
until the next Tuesday.

Aegislative Flgsembly,
Wednesday, 23rd Qctober, 1907,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
o’clock pan.

Prayers.
QUESTIONS — STORAGE oF
WHEAT, ABATTOIRS AT

NORTH TFREMANTLE.

Mr. BOLTON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, What arrangements are
being made for the export of wheat this
year? 2, Is it the intention of the Gov-
enrment to advance on the wheat to the
farmers and store sueh wheat until
shipped® 3, If so, where will the wheat
be stored? 4, Is it the infention of the
Government to proceed with the abattoirs,
freezing chambers, and grading sheds at
North Fremantle? 5, If so, is the matter
new receiving consideration? G, Has the
site been definitely fixed?

The HONORARY MINISTER (Mr.
Mitchell) replied: 1, Shed accommodation
has been arranged for at Fremantle and
Albany, and the necessary accommoda-
tion will be arranged for at Bunbury and
Geraldton. 2, Yes. 3, Fremantle, Al-
bany, Geraldton, and Bunbury. 4, The
matter is now vreceiving attention. 5,
Yes. 6, No.
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QUESTION—SINEKING FUND IN-
VESTMENT.

Mr. STONE asked the Treasurer: 1,
What amount of money is paid by this
State on account of tbe sinking fund on
loans borrowed on behalf of this State?
2, Has the Government considered the
advisability of buying up Western Aus-
tralian stocks with the proceeds of the
sinking funds when the said stocks are
cheap? 3, What is the accnmulated sum
from the said sinking fund to date? 4,

Is the interest on the sinking fund in- )

vested, and if so, at what rate of interest?

The TREASURER replied: 1, Last
year our Sinking Fund Contribution was
£232,236. 2, Yes. All Binking Fund
eonfribntions and Interest on investments
made in eonnection with the Loans raised
since Responsible Government was intro-
dnced have been, with the exception of
£4172, invested in the purchase of our
own stocks. 3, The value of the secuori-
ties held on the 30th June last by the
Trustees was £1,685,197. 4, Yes. At
rates paid by our 3 per cent, 3% per
cent., aml 4 per cent. stocks, in which
our invesimients are made.

BILL—ELECTORAL.
Second Reading
Resumed from the 17th Oetober.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Price): I desire to offer one or two
observations in eonneetion with this Bill,
more espeecially because T was a member
of the select committee appointed during
the first session of this Parliament to in-
quire into the compilation of the rolls.
The other members of that commitiee
were the member for Kanowna (Mr.
Walker), who was chairman, the members
for Yvanhoe (Mr. Seaddan), and Perth
{(Mr. H. Brown), and the then member
for Leonora (Mr. Lynch). During the
investigations of that committee, it be-
came perfectly apparent that the meth-
ods provided in the old Eleectoral Aet for
the compilation of rolls were quite in-
adequate, and led to a most undesirable
state of affairs. May I be allowed to

[ASSEMBLY.]
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read some of the recommnendations of that
committee. One was as follows:—

“The officers of the Electoral De-
partment examined by tke commitiee
are united in their eondemnation of the
provisions contained in the Electoral
Act of 1904, as affecting the compila-
tion of the rolls.”

Then again the eomnnittee came to this
conclusion :—

“Your committee report that, in iis
opinion, the Revision Court is a totally
inadequate means of keeping the rulls
as a reliable registration of voters”

In farther recommending fresh legisla-
tion to meet existing diffieulties, tlte eom-
mittee ventured a suggestion that the
issue of electors’ rights supplemented by
a periodical electoral census shounld form
the basis of a new law, especially pro-
viding for the compilation of the rolls.
I think the member for Kanowna will
bear me ont when I say that T, and 1
fancy the member for IPerth, did not en-
dorse the proposal for electors’ rvights. I
moved an amendment that those words
be eliminated frowm the report, but sub-
sequently withdrew it, on the asearance
of the member for Kanowna that lhe
aetion 1 had taken would he quite suffi-
cient to signify my dissent from that
method of enrolment. T am glad to see
this Bill iutrodueed for three reasons.
1, because it will prevent an undue in-
flation of the volls; 2, beepuse it does
away with eleetoral revision eourts as at
present eonstituted; and 3, because it
will have a tendency to leave the selee-
tien of members of Parliament absolutely
to their eleetors. T frankly admit that
I sit in this House as an individual
selected from other candidates by an or-
ganigation, and that before a candidate
was chosen upon, those desirous of sub-
mitting themselves for election underwent
a preliminary selection. 1 was the select-
ed individual for the Fremantle seat. I
think other members oceupy a similar
position. We wmust all agree that it
would be distinetly better if to the elee-
tors as a hody was left the free and un-
fettered choice of a candidate. There is
an influence which an organisation can
bring to bear which is somefimes detri-
mental to getting the exact choice of the
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electors. Half-a-dozen men get together,
make a considerable fuss and noise, and
are instrumental in selecting one individ-
unal to stand for a constitueney.

Mr. Heitmann: Men such
National League.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
method is not confined to one side or the
other; and I say right here that any strie-
tures I have to make on the compilation
of rolls of the seleetion of candidates are
not directed at any particular organisa-
tion. I frankly recognise that we are
none of us free from blame in these mat-
ters, when elections are held at times of
exeitement; and I think it is well, when
we have before us a Bill like this, that
we should seriously and gravely consider
the measure, without any heat, and
should endeavour to secure a Bill whieh
will provide pure rolls for the elections,
in which a good many of us will here-
after take part. With reference to the
inflation of the rolls, I have in my band
figores which show the state of affairs
under the old Electoral Act. They refer
to the districi of Fremantle at the time
of the 1904 general election; and I now
nse them as an illostration of the state
of affairs which existed more or less all
over the eountry. T find that in the Fre-
mantle electorate there were then 5,254
voters on the roll; on the Fast Fremantle
roll, 4,237; on the North Fremantle,
3,270; on the South Fremantle, 5,966;
making a total number of names on the
four Fremantle rolls of 18,727. That, to
anyone who knew the district, is abso-
Iutely preposterous; and that the roll
was unduly inflated is shown by the fact
that on the 30th September of this year
the numbers were: Fremantle, 2,069;
East Fremantie, 2,792; North Fremantle,
1,662; South Fremantle, 3,536; or a
total for the Fremantle distriet of 10,059
as against 18,727 three years ago.

Mr. Angwin: What was the cause of
the inaceuracy in the first place?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
eaming to the cause. In my opinion the
irouble in the past has been thiz: Elee-
tors on the roll for a given distriet, say
Kalgoorlie or Perth, on movinz into a
new distriet in which they wished to vote,
insiead of using transfers put in alte-

as the
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gether new claims. I have kuown many
cases of electors 'on three volls in this
State. I remember before the electoral
committee we had one witnhess who told
us that he put in some 780 claims for a
particolar distriet; he pat them in as
new claims; and he was satisfied that at
least three-fourths of the- elaimants
should have applied for transfer.

Mr, Bath: That is because they eould
not find out whether or not they were on
the roll.

Mr, Horan: The Government would
not supply the necessary staff.

The MINISTER: No matter why it
was. The effect of new claims being made
instead of transfers being applied for
was that the rolls became unduly inflated.

Myr. Bath: That was owing to bad ad-
ministration.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Tt
may have been owing to bad administra-
tion: 1 do not eare how it was. T sub-
mit that it will be muech havder, even with
bad administvation, to bring about that
state of affairs under the provisions of
this Bill; and for this reason. We have
here practically a variation of the system
of electors’ rights with which the member
for Kanowna (Mr. Walker), who was
chairman of that seleet committee, was
so enamoured, and for which I admit
there is mueh to be sald. Electors’ rights
are provided for in the Bill; but instead
of being retained by the voter the right
is kept by the Electoral Department. I

_take it the propesition now is that when

a person wishes to have his name
placed on a roll—whether ‘it is  an
absolutely new eclaim, or whether it is
mevely a transfer from another consti-
tuency—he has to give his full name and
address, an address that can be recognised
and identified, and has to give specimens
of his signature on two cards, one of
which gees Lo the loeal office and the other
to the central office at head qunarters, and
that in both offices these cards are filed
in alphabetieal ordér. Consequently, if
the elector ehanges his eonstituency and
puits in a new elaim, when the duplicate
card representing the new name is re-
ceived at the central office, it is immedi-
ately found that the name is on the roll
for another distriet, and the requisite



314 Electoral Bill:

transfer is made at once without any diffi-
culty. If members will consider this pro-
posal impartially and without bias of any
sort, they must admit it will go a long
way to checlk these duplications which
have been so undesirable in the past. The
presence on the rolls of a number of
names not entitled to be there has been
most disastrous to wany candidates. It
is in all our interests at parliamentary
elections that the roll shall be as pure as
posstble.  One can quite imagine under
the existing Act that in a closely con-
tested election, especially if the roll has
been unduly inflated, a number of people
may vote who are not entitled to vote,
a number which may be quite sufficient
to upset the result of the election. Yet
it would be utterly impossible to tell for
whieh candidate they voted. But if their
voting eould have been followed right
through, possibly it would have in no
way affected the vesult. T think that is
one of the best features of the Bill, the
provision for enrolment of electors; and
I do not think a reasonable man ean take
any exeeption to it whatever,

My, Stuart: Do you want to know how
they voted? .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Cer-
tainly not. Have I said anything to sug-
gest that I wanted to know how a man
voted ?

Mr. Underwood: You ave anxious
ahout the aggregate at times.

The MINISTER: We are all anxious
about that. Take the case of the Gerald-
ten election, at whieh twenty or thirty
persons voted who were not entitled to
vote. [Mr. Underwood: Ninety-eight.]
Possibly. With a proper system of com-
piling the volls those people would never
have been on the Geraldton voll, and thus
a heavy expense would have been saved
to Mr. Carson, the late member, while
the present member would not have been
put to such trouble to secure his just
rights.

Mr. Heitmann: That was not the fault
of the existing Act. ' The error was rec-
tificd under that Aect.

The MINISTER: I think it was to a
larze extent the fault of the existing Aect;
hecause that Aet lends itself to unduly
inflated rolls. To inflate the rolls was

[ASSEMBLY.]
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much easier nnder the Act than it will
be under this Bill. I know that some
exception has been taken on the other
(Opposition) side to the length of time
for which a person must reside in a con-
stituency bhefore he is gualified to get on
the roll. The period is six weeks. When
we compate that with the corresponding
provision in the Acts of other States—
and legislation in those States is fairly
recent—our provision is by no means
unreasonable. We are entitled to make
sure that a person is duly qualified. At
the same time, we should oot take such
excessive preeautions as would tend to
disfranchise anybody. T would point out
that aceording to the Bill, although it
takes six weeks to get on the roll, the
elector is entitled to vote for his or her
old coustituency for three wmonths after
leaving it. So that if people should he-
come disfranchised in any way, it is en-
tirely their own fault; and I submit it
only needs to he sufficiently advertised
ta be known throughout the State that it
takes six weeks to make a transfer from
one constituency to another, and that
during the whole of that period the voter
has rights in his or her old electorate.

Mr. T, L. Brown: Does not the Bill
specify that a person must reside three
months in the new electorate before ap-
plying for a transfer?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Bill specifies that the person shall reside
for a month in a econstitueney before
gending in a elaim, and must then wait
a fortnight before bheing envolled. Per-
sonally I do not eare whether it takes a
week or two months for a name to get
on the roll. Once a person is.on the
roll in this State, there should be no diffi-
culty under the new measure in keep-
ing there; and personally I am sure the
Aftorney General will consider any reas-
onable proposition which comes from the
other side, if it has a tendency to make
the measure more workable. Neither
party in this House would desire to make
this a party measure, or to secure from
it any party advantage.

Mr. Underwood: You are only wast-
ing time. The Bill is no good.

The MINISTER: I venture to think
that the Bill is good, and that is how I
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regard it.  All T want is a elean Act
that will enable us to have fair elections.

Mr, Underwood: Were you not eleeted
fairly under the existing Aet?

The MINISTER FOR TWORKS: I
will not drag into this discussion matters
in eonneetion with which I may think
that I have suffered some personal hard-
ship from the other side. To de so
would not conduce to a calm discussion
such as we ought to have on this partic-
nlar measure, The personal element
should be kept absolutely out of the dis-
cussion. I have my ideas as fto what
happened at various elections in which
I have taken part, and T have no doubt
the hon. member opposité has his own
ideas as to the way in which e was
treated at elections in which he has taken
part; but we shall not bring this matter
to a satisfaetory issue by airing our griev-
ances in this House. On the whole, I
will venture to say that after the 1904
_eleetion, when I with others eavefully
serutinised the serntineers’ rolls of the
various Fremantle electorates, it seemed
to me there had been no improper be-
haviour by any party. What happened
was rather due to the fact that the in-
dividual wvoted who was not entitled
to vote, and voted without being urged
to do so by any particular party. If in
sufficient numbers those disqualified per-
sons came up to vote, they could cause
considerable ineonvenience to the candi-
date and possibly upset the result of the
election. I make absolutely no charges
of impropriety against any political
party that took part in any of those
elections. With reference to the revi-
sion eourts, we disecovered on investigation
by the select committee on the compila-
tion of the rolls that the courts were an
absolute farce.  There cannot be the
slightest doubt about that. One reason
appeated to be that the names whieh it
was sought to remove from the rolls, or
the names which it was sought to add
to the rolls, were placed before the re-
vision eourt in tremendously ‘large num-
bers. [Mr, Collier: By wham?] I tell
the hon. member that I do not propose
to go into such questions. I eould say
a good deal about members of both poli-
tieal parties in the district I represent,
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and some of the things I might say would
not be altogether pleasant hearing for
the hon member. I am leaving those
matters earefully alone, and I hope that
when he speaks he will follow my lead.
[Mr. Collier: No.] Dealing with the
revision eomrts, the present: proposal,
whieh T think an exceptionally good one,
is that at any time cases as they arvise
shall be brought before the loeal magis-
trate. They will go before him in small
nutubers; and it is mueb easier in case
of objections or anything of that sort
to scrutinise a small number and to serut-
inise it properly than to deal with ecases
brought before the cowrt in hundreds, as
they have been in the past. I cordially
agree with the system of preferential
voting, and with the possible adaptation
of a variation of the Hare-Spenece sys-
tem. Some time ago in South Australia
I had the advantage of hearing Miss
Spence lecture on her partienlar system.,

Mr. Angwin: Do you know any place
where the system has proved successful®

The MINISTER FOR WORKS :
There are few places where it has been
tried, I think only in Tasmania, and there
only in the cities of Hobart and Launces-
ton, so that it is almost too early yet to
say whether its suecess has been demon-
strated. At all events, theoretically
there is not the slightest doubt that the
system is very near perfect. I admit
that it may in practice not furn out so
beneficial as the theory might lead us to
expect; but there is this to be said, that
if it proves efficacivus in other parts—in
Tasmania for instance—there is no
reason why we should not adopt the sys-
tem in this State later on, if we bhave
electorates represented by move than one
member. WWhile on that question I may
mention that I have heard the member
for Kanowna (Mr. Walker) express the
opinion in this House that the system of
electorates returning several representa-
tives—two, three, four or five—was in
favour of the party with money. But
we have in thiz Stale distinet evidence to
the contrary; for in the Commonwealth
Senate elections we had six members elec-
ted by the Slate as a whole; and I have
no doubt the hon. member will net think
I am making any refleetion on the party
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to which he belongs when I say that the
party which always declares it has in-
sufficient money with which to fight elée-
tions has suceeeded in eleeting nearly the
whole six representatives. Hence if we
take a practical application of this prin-
ciple as a‘guide, we find so far as this
State is concerned that the partienlar
principle works out favourably to the
Labour Party; and the mere fact that
the Attorney General has foreshadowed
a possible deerease in the number of one-
member constituencies is an indieation
that he has viewed this question with an
absolutely open mind.

Ar. Anguin: Can you tell us how the
system would operate when (here arve
more than two candidates, and two
members are to be returned?

The MINISTER: I do not know to
which system the hon. member refers, the
Hare-Spence system or the preferential
system proposed in the Bill.

Mr. .Angwin: The proposal in the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As
I understand it, the principle is that snp-
pose theve arve three eandidates, none of
whom secures an absolute majority of
the votes cast; then the preference votes
cast for the lowest eandidafe are taken
and added to the totals of the first and
second, the lowest candidate being struck
out, When that it is done, it is found
ultimately that the candidate generally
favoured. by the electors comes out at the
head of the poli. I have tested the prin-
ciple myself, and find the system works
out satisfactorily. I do not elaim that
theorctically it is as perfeet as the other
system; but it is diffienlt to get a system
which will be at once simple and easily
understandable, and yet fairly accurate
in results. The mere fact that the
system if introduced will do away with
what T regard as the pernicious system
of selection of ecandidates by political
organisations before an eleetion is in it-
self a recommendation, and for that
reason I support the proposal. T beg to
support the seeond reading of the Bill,
and in doing so would express the hope
that members in considering it will put
forth every endeavour to make this a
workable measure, and not bring party
spirit too prominently into the diseussion.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr. GORDON: I move that the debate
be adjourned.

Objections from Opposition members.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .. 24
Noes .. - .o 15
Majority for .. . 9
AYES, Nogs.

Mr. Bornett Mr. Angwin

Mr, Brebber Mr. Bath

Mr. Coweher . Mr. Bolton

Mr, Davies Mr. T. L. Brown

Mr. Draper Mr. Collier

Mr. Eddy Mr. Holman

Mr. Ewing Mr. Hornn

Mx. Gordon Bir. Hudson

Mr. Gregory Mr. Scaddan

Mr. Hayward Mr. Stoart

Mr. Hicks X Mr, Toylor

Mr. Keennn Mr. Underwood

Mr. McLarty Mr. Walker

Mr. Male Mr. Wore

Mr. Mitcheill Mr. Heitmann (Teller).

Mr. Monger

Mr. N. J. Moore

Mr. 8. F. Moore

Mr. Price

Mr. Smith

Mr. Stone

Mr. Veryard

Me, F. Wilaon !
Mr. Layman {Teller), |

Motion thus passed, debate adjomned.

BILL—GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS
ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading moved.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. Gregory) in moving the second
reading said : It will be remembered
that last year, when a debate took place
here as to whether the railways should be
placed under the control of a Minister,
or a Commissioner, or three Commis-
sioners, 1 gave the House an undertaking
that before any action was taken by the
Government in regard to the reappoint-
ment of the then Commissioner or the
appointment of another Cowissioner, this
question would be brought hefove Par-
liament, so that members might he given
another opportunity of diseussing the
questton of Ministerial versus Commis-
sioner control of the railways. Our rail-
ways are much toe large an asset of the
State to he treated lightly, when we take
mfo eonsideration the large amount of
money, some ten millions, sunk in our
railways ount ef a total lean indebtedness
of seventeen and a half millions, When
we recognise that out railway system is
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our best asset, it is neecessary 1 take it
that we should be careful indeed in the
passing of legislation which might in any
sense injure ils value to the State. I may
mention that while this Bill contains
many new provisions, a few of them im-
portant, I intend dealing with only one
of the provisions at any length to-night,
that iz for giving power to the Gov-
ernor-in-Council to fix the salary of the
Commissioner of Railways. That is the
clause on which T feel the greatest
amount of argument will arise ; and in
dealing with this clause I desive to refer
to the work done in the past, in order to
show members what the railways hive
meant to us daring the past decade. The
railways, after paying working expenses
and interesi, have paid into the Treasury
£616,725 ; but the net profit during the
past ten years has been a sum  much
greater than that, being £982,442. From
1902 to 1907 the railways paid into the
Treasury, after paying working ex-
penses and interest, no less than £292,331.
I am of course aware that there are
among members those who believe it
would be wiser to have political control
of our railways. To a certain extent we
have always political eontrol ; but there
are thuse who believe that the interests
of the State would be better served by
appoiniing a general manager, and plaec-
ing the whole railway system under the
fireet eare and eontrol of a Minister, in
opposition to what is known as the com-
missioner system. In the early days of
railways in Western Aunstralia they were
under the control of a commissioner. In
1878 a conimissioner was appointed, who
subsequently, beeame the political head of
the railways. A general manager was
then appointed, and that system pre-
vailed until 1902 ; and from the latter
late we have had commissioner control.
In considering this question of Ministerial
versus commissioner control, I would put
it to members whether it is fair to ask
1 Minister to undertake the whole ad-
ministrative control of the railways, see-
g that you eannot give the same
statutory power te a general manager
Jhat ean be given to a enmmissioner. By
wdopting Ministerial control we are com-
selled to throw the whole of the respon-
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sibility for the administration of the
Department on the Minister ; and I ask
is the DMinister for the tine being
ever selected because of special know-
ledge in regard to railway administra-
tion? During Mr. George’s term of offies
as eommissioner, five years, we have had
as Minister successively Mr. Kingsmill,
Mr. Rason, Mr. Holman, Mr. Johnson,
now myself ; I take it that in no one in-
stance was the Minister selected on ac-
count of any peculiar knowiedge he had
of railway administration. Each of
them, I take it, was at liberty to create
Lis own policy, or to follow the poliey of
his predecessor. It is easy for a Minister
to fix his own line of policy in connee-
tion with the administration of the rail-
ways, and he is not bound to follow the
policy of his predecessor. But when it
comes to a question of railway adminis-
tration, and when, as I have pointed out,
we may have as wmany as five Ministers in
five years, then to place the entire re-
sponsihility for the working of the rail-
ways on the Minister is placing on his
shoulders a responsibility you have no
right to put wupon him ; and if the
Minister be given administrative power,
I am quite satisfied that chaos will follow,
That is if we had a strong Minister, If
we bhad a Minister who felt inelined to
adopt any recommendation which came
before him and was confrolled in a sense
by the General Manager, he would follow
the policy which was carried out pre-
viously ; but if we had three or four
strong Ministers following one another
am sure the Ministerial pelicy would be
a very bad one, more especially if the
Minister had had no training for work of
that sort. I think members will agree
with me when I say if we place the
control of the railways under a Minister
we are bound to have more political in-
fluence in conneetion with the working
of the department than if the railways
were controlled by a commissioner. There
is no doubt—T do not to want to reflect
on members here, but what I am going to
say has occurred in other conntries—it
has always been found there are certain
persons who are desirous of getting re-
commendations from mewbers of Par-
liament. Members are harassed, they in
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turn often harass a Minister, and the
Minister harvasses the general manager,
and the result will be a large amount of
politiecal influence in connection with the
working of the railways. The Eastern
States, with the exception of Tasmania,
all have the counuissioner system. It
was in 18583 when they first adopted the
system of commissioner control in Vie-
toria. Mr. Gillies introduced the Bill
dealing with the proposal, and member
after member who followed welcomed
the proposition, saying it would relieve
the railways from the pressure of peliti-
cal influence.

Mr. Horan : It is a disastrous coun-
try you are quoting.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There was a geood deal of trouble some
three or four years afterwards, which I
think was due more to political infiuence
over the commissioner than anything
else. The fact remains, although there
have been many efforts to alter the system
they still bave commissioner control in
Victoria. In dealing with New South
Wales it was in 1836 when they altered
their Aet. I have a few 'notes from
speeches made in connection with the
discussion of the Bill in the New South
Wales Legislature ; and it was recog-
nised there that political influence entered
unduly into the management of railways.
One member who at present oceupies a
high position in the Federal Parliament
said :—

“ So long as our railways are under
political influence, so long as hon. mem-
bers can bring influence to bear upon
the Minister, and ean hamper the
heads of departments, our lines will
not be managed to commerecial advant-
age.”

Mr. Angwin : Who is that %

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Sir William Lyne.

Mr., Underwood :
take his adviee.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
thought members opposite would pay
some attention to what he said. Here is
what another member said :—

“1 have always maintained, and I
got myself into hot water with the em-

You do not always
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ployees onee on this question, that thy
railway service is altogether overloadec
with employees, and that the only way
to eure the diffienlty is to remove from
political influence those who have t«
gel rid of those unnecessary employees
and manage the railways on commer
cial principles,”

Here is another quotation :—

“It only goes to show—if it is true
and I have no doubt it is true—th
necessity for taking this large con
cern out of his hands at as early
date as possible, and then the Govern
ment supporters, and others who fre
quent his offices, will not be able i«
induee him to cram the Railway De
partment with employees and make i
a political refuge for the destitute
for that is really what it is now.”

I emphasise these remarks to show
what the feeling of members was in thas
Legislature in 1886, when they alterec
the administration of the New Sontl
Wales railways. 1 do not think there
has been any time in Western Australic
when any public man eould make a simila
statement to those whieh were made ir
the New Sonth Wales Parliament, anc
matters are not such as was stated te
be the case in Victoria when they alterec
their control, because at no time, I think
has politieal influence been very rife here
If we alter the policy and go back tc
Ministerial control, is it not reasonable
to assume that there will be the prob.
ability of the danger of a similar state
of things coming into existence here as
that which existed many years ago ir
New South Wales, and in Vietoria. Ir
South Australia in 1887 they vested theis
railways in three commissioners : they
reduced the number in 1895 to one com-
missioner, and that is the state of things
that exists in South Australia to-day. In
Queensland in 1388 they appointed three
commissioners, but subsequently they re:
duced the number to two, and now the
railways are controlled by one eommis-
sioner. Tasmania is the only Ausiralian
State where the railways are controlled
by a general manager. I think members
will see from the administration of the
railways in all the Eastern Btates that it
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was thought best for the railways to be
controlled by a commissioner. There may
be some eriticism of our administration.
I want to say it is impossible by com-
parison with the other States to make
any fair comparison as to railway ad-
ministration. Some people believe in
making comparisons aceording to the
cost per train mile or aceording to the
percentage of cost to revenue ; but econ-
ditions differ in the varions States. There
are the mileage and the population to con-
sider ; they may have a great mileage
and a seanty population. Then there is
the nature of the trade. In Waestern
Australia we rarvely ever get back-load-
ing. Then there are the wages which
reqnite a lot of consideration, and the
hours of employment ; also fuel and
water supplies. Fuel here is a very ex-
pensive item, and water also is a big
item; in New South Wales and Vie-
toria they have no such diffieulties to con-
tend with. In connection with the
method of making comparisons there
have been a good many comparisons made
recently  between  Queensland  and
Western Australia.  Mr. Thallon in his
report this year makes this statement :—
“The revenue and expenditure per
train mile, of which so much is made
by Railway Departments generally, are
of little nse for comparison between
States, where each has its own par-
ticular gauge and different loeal con-
ditions ; but they are of great advant-
age in comparing the results of one
year with another, and indicate clearly
whai has been done fowards econo-
mical working.”
From the report of Mr. Thallon, the
Queensland railway eommissioner, who is
an expett and is thought highly of, it will
be seen he does not consider it a fair
thing to make comparisons of State
against State, bui rather to make eom-
parisons from year to year in connection
with their own various administrations. In
making the comparisons that were made
with Queensland I would like to point
out although they had a partienlarly good
year in 1896, they have had some very
bad years, and the losses in connection
with the Queensland railways for 10
years amount to £3,162,305. 1 saw in
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a newspaper the other day, I do not
know whether it is correect or not, a state-
ment to the effect that this year is the
first in whieh the Queensland railways
have shown a profit after paying work-
ing expenses and interest on the capital
outlay. 1t is the first year they have
made a profit for the past 22 years I
bave, however, the full returns for the
past 10 years up to 1905-6, and each
year shows a loss aggregating over
£3,000,000. There may be good reasons
for that ; the railways may have been
used there more than ours for the de-
velopment of the country. 1 am of those
who believe that our railway system
should not be looked on as a mere profit
earning department, but that after pay-
ing working expenses and interest on
capital, they should be used as far as
they possibly can for the purpose of de-
veloping the prinary industries of the
State. Then during the last few years
the working costs in Queensland have
been very low ; there has been an in-
crease of revenue between 1904-5 and
1908-7 of over £400,000. Tt can be
easily understood where they have a con-
tinnally increasing revenue that the
working expenses are not likely to go
up in the same ratio, There the work-
ing expenses have only increased by
£89,000 ; therefore lasi year they were
able to show an exceedingly high profit
in connection with their raillway system.
I pointed ont some time ago the rate of
wages and hours of employment in
Queensland. Their rate of wages is less
and their hours of empleyment are longer
than ours.
Mr. Bath:
system now.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
was going to point out that recently they
have decided to have the eight-hours
system, and it is estimated that it will
cost about £25,000.
Mr. Bath: It will cost £40,000. They
are applying it to the casual hands also.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The Railway Department gave the figure
as £25,000. I do not think we are justi-
fied in making eomparisons as between
States. There is no doubt the Queens-
land railways have been magnificiently

They have the eight-hours



320 Government Railways Bill: [ASSEMBLY.]

managed ; they must have tried very
bard to develop the resources of the
State with economical management, for
there is sueh a large defieit in the ad-
ministration and their working. In eon-
nection with the railways the first ques-
tion we ounght to ask ourselves is, “Is
our service an efficient one ¥’ 1 think
it will be adwmitted, although we heard
last night that the railway trains ought
to be run in such a manner fo keep up
the same system that we had before, and
give a service which the Railway Depart-
ment do not think justifiable, that in com-
parisonr with the population we give a
better service than is given in any of the
Eastern States ; we run more train miles
according to our population, and we give,
I think, an efficient service to the pub-
lie. The Kalgoorlie express whieh is run
will vie with almost any other express
within the States; and generally I
think we can say that eur serviee is an
efficient one. The lines are highly im-
proved and are in splendid order, and
ne doubt our railways are a befter asset
to the State to-day than they have been
at any other period. As to the guestion
of whether contro! by the Commissioner
has been an advantage during the past
five years, I think I have endeavoured to
show that during the period our railways
have been well conducted. It is difficult
to point out where they have been
better  conducted  than  they  were
prior to 1902, because there have been
varying conditions ; but I can prove by
figures—of course I am dealing with the
figures to the end of June last—that so
far as eeonomical working is concerned
the railways to-day are much more econ-
omically managed than they were in
the year 1901-2. TFor instance in 1906-7
we carried five million more passengers
and 177,000 tons greater tonnage, with
£120,000 less expenditure ; that is to say,
we decreased our working costs by
£120,000 in the five years, but we are
now carrying five million morve passengers
and 177,000 tons more. It would be
hardly fair to say from these figures the
working ‘was ever so much better; but
I think we can say that our administra-
tion has been better. We must remem-
ber that a large sum of money was spent
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on improvements to the grading of our
lines, and we have heavier engines that
enahle one train to carry a much greater
load, while the duplication of lines has
enabled us to push on with not so many
stoppages and to do away with consider-
able employment at the sidings. I know
that I was always told, when asked for
money for duplications, that it meant a
great saving in working costs. There
are also improved workshops which mean
a large increase in working costs. All
these things, improvement to grades,
heavier engines, duplications, and im-
proved workshops, tend to reduee work-
ing costs. But when it is eosiing us
£120,000 less, though we are ecarrying
five million more passengers and 177,000
tons of goods more, I think we can say
that our railways have been doing better
than they did some years ago. And there
have been some large expenditure items
charged agamst our railway system that
were not charged in the old days. For
instance, there is the item for the re-
placement of obsclete rolling-stock. Hach
year we place a sum on the Estimates for
this purpose, and during the last five
yvears we have expended for this puipose
£209,000. Certainly some of it is not
yet spent, but it is in a suspense account
for the purpose, and it is charged against
the railway revenne. Then there was the
special expenditure in ballasting. We
conld hardly charge this item up to any-
thing else but working expenses : and we
have spent £141,000 in this direction.
There is alse an expenditure of £50,000
for improving the carrying capacily of
waggons. An  enormous quantity of
waggons  was  altered by the Chief
Mechanieal Engineer to give them a far
greater carrying ecapacity. In addition
to this we had an expenditure of £3G,000
for betterments. All these charges have
come out of the revenuwe of the wurking
railways during the past five years. So
I think I ean conseientiously say that,
from a finaneial standpoint, our railways
have been very profitable. And nof only
have all these charges been sustained out
of revenue, but the railways have heen
able to pay £202000 to vevenue after
paying interest and working expenses.
A little while ago I mentioned that the



Government Railways Bill :
railways should be unsed in the future
more for the purpose of developing the
primary industries of the State than
they have been previously. What I desired
to convey by that was that the Govern-
ment should control the policy of the
railways ; and that is where the Minister
is necessary. To my wind the whole of
the working of the railway system should
be left entirely in the hands of the Com-
missioner, but the full responsihility
should lie on the Government. When
the Government desire that freights
shounld be altered or that any alteration
should be made in connection with what
we may term the policy of the railways,
the Government should on all occasions
be compelled to take the full respon-
sibility. 'When we altered the timber
freights 1 saw in many of the newspapers
strictures upon the Commissioner ; and
when we altered the grain freights the
Commissioner was again criticised ; but
in both those instances the Commissioner
was antagonistic to the reductions ; and
it was simply because the Governinent
insisted mpon their being effected that
they were made. Under the present Act
the Commissioner recommends charges,
and once they are approved there is no
power to alter them unless the Commis-
sioner agrees te the alteration ; but 1in
this Bill we give the Governor-in-Couneil
power to supersede the charges made by
the Commissioner. Instead of the Com-
missioner having to do something he
does not approve of, the Governor-in-
Couneil will have power to make an
alteration in the rates and the Govern-
ment must accept the responsibility for
the aetion taken.

Mr. Scaddan : The Bill goes farther
than that and gives power to deal with
regulations.

The MINISTER : Tf the hon. mem-
ber looks at the section referred to he
will see that it merely deals with charges.
I was careful about that and consulted
the Crown Law Officers upon it, because
when I first read the draft I inferred
the same thing as the hon. member ; but
I had the assurance of Mr. Sayer thatit
dealt with charges. I have often ex-
pressed my opinjon as to the policy we
should pursue in our railways. I think

13)
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we should always hold that the railways
should not be a financial burden on the
State, and then we should see that after
payment of working expenses and in-
terest on ecapital, the development of the
industries of the State should be the
primary consideration of the depariment.
We want a policy which shall declare
that the railways shall be self-support-
ing, that they shall have to pay working
expenses and interest on capital, and that
after that is done the chief object of
the department should be to do the ut-
most for the purpose of trying to de-
velop our primary industries. That 1s
the poliey I desire to see carried out, and
I think it would be unwise to alter the
system we have had in force for the past
five years, which I think should be the
poliey for the future. My desire is to
economise as mueh as we can in ¢onnee-
tion with our railway system. Qf course

“there are complaints in connection with

this economy and there always must be ;
but so far as we veasonably could we
have endeavoured to treat those whom we
have had to send away as generously as
we could. There have been large num-
bers retrenched from the clerical branches
and also from the lower grades, men
who probably eould nob stand it as well
as others ; but if we do mot insist that
there shall be no persons employed in the
department unless there is profitable em-
ployment to be found for them, and if
we retain workmen though there have
been so many improvemenis in connee-
tion with the svstem that we should
be able to reduce our expenditure, if we
do not take advauntage of that expendi-
ture and make the necessary reductions,
then our ratlways are always bound to
be a tax on us rather than an assistanee
in the development of the country. I
want to see our railways used to the
greafest possible extent in the develop-
ment of the country, and I think it would
be a mistake for us to go back to the
system of political control, though T
must say that during the years T have
been in charge of the department I have
not been worried by members in connee-
tion with the employment or dismissal of
employees. However, it is always possible
that there may be a reewrrence of the
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system that prevailed in Vietoria and
New South Wales in the old days. I
think that by having Commissioner con-
trol by which we take from the depart-
ment all possibility of political inter-
ference, except in such matters as relate
entively to policy, we will have the best
system.

On motion by Mr.

Bolton, debate ad-
journed. .

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1907-8.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the pvevions day, Mr.
Daglish in the Chair.

Lands and Surveys, a general Discussion.

The PREMIER AND MINISTER
FOR LANDS (Hon. N. J. Moore) in
submitting the Estimates for the Lands
Department gaid :
ducing the Estimates of a department to
give hoi. members some idea of the work-
ing of the department during the pre-
ceding twelve months, as well as somein-
formation in regard te land settlement
and the proposed work for the ensuning
year. I do not iutend to detain mem-
bers at great length in introducing
my Estimates for Lands and Surveys. I
may say, in passing, this is the third time
I have had the honour to submif the
Estimates of the Lands Department to
this Committee, and I am glad to be able
ta report that so far as the work of the
department is econcerned, locking at it
from a financial point of view we have
every reason fo be satisfied with what is
being done, With regard to estimated
revenue and expenditure, the estimated
revenue for 1905-G was £195,000, and the
actual revenue received was £203,000. It
was estimated that last year the revenue
raised from the Lands Department would
be £225,000, while, as a matter of fact,

“the actual revenne received was £237,000,
or an increase of nearly £35,000 on the
year 1903-6. The estimated expenditure
for 1905-6 was £131,000, and the actual
expenditure was £119,000. The esti-
mated expenditure for last year was
£117,000, and the total expenditure was
£108,900, or some £3,000 less than was
expected. However, even with a reduced
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expenditure it has been found possible
to cope with selection, which has been
well maintained, althongh the selections
for last year were not quite up to what
they were the preceding year. For the
present finaucial year the estimated re-
venue is £248,000,-and the estimated ex-
penditure £112,600. I am sanguine that
this estimate will be realised, as for the
three months that have passed in this
financial year the revenue has totalled
£80,707, an increase of £9,100 as com-
pared with the corresponding period of
last year. I do not wish to go over old
ground, but will give members a few
facts as to the Department. The Lands
Department comprises 205 officers, and
has accounts with 35,000 varions clients.
During the financial year 1906-7, 138,695
letters went in and ont, or an inerease in
correspondence of 8,000 on the previous
yvear. Members will realise that the Lands
Department does not treat seleetors
in the ordinary way of a land agent, in:
asmuch as the payments for land whish
eosts the selectors 10s. per acre are spread
over a term of 20 yeavs. This works out
on the basis of a cash transaction at
about Ss. per acre. In addition every
block taken up entails a considerable
amount of work, not only in snrveying
but also in other ways, such as the mak-
ing of diagrams and plans, which have
to be prepared, various lots have to he
inspected by conditional purchase in-
spectors, and large expenditure is in-
curred in conneetion with advancing pas-
sages to selectors, and in some cases in
paying the freight on new selectors’
goods and chattels when they take up
land. At the same time the policy that has
heen pursued hitherto of surveying after
selection has resulted at times in the land
desired by selectors not being pranted in
accordance with the application. When a
man goes out with a guide to select land,
it may be found, after survey, that owing
to the clashing with a previous appliea-
tion, he eannot receive the land he ap-
phied for. We have endeavoured to do
away with this diffieulty by pursuing the
policy of survey before selection, with
the result that now it is possible for a
man to receive a lithograph in the office
of the department, go out to some of the
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areas surveyed, select his own block,
sutisfy himself as to its exact position,
go vound all the boundaries, and then
come back and put in his applieation.
Provided he is the first applicant for that
block he receives it, and if there are
other applieations in besides his own, then

they are all dealt with simultaneously by’

a board, who decide which man shall re-
ceive the block. In addition fo that, we
have made provisions whereby an ordi-
nary individwal going over the country
-.can satisfy himself whether the persons
who have taken wp blocks are comply-
ing with the conditions. Some 12
months ago I gave instructions that in
future all lthographs produced by the
department should show, in addition to
the number of the area, the name in some
cages of the person holding the land,
the date of the approval of the appli-
cation, so that anyone going through the

country would be in a position to know’

the date of the applieation and how much
should have been spent on improvements
between the date of approval and the
time of inspeetion ; thus to some extent
a number of amateur inspectors are
created. With regard to the fuolfilment
of conditions not being seen by the in-
spector, it is possible for those persons
who travel through the country to bring
the real state of affairs under the notice
of the department. Some cases, how-
ever, are brought under departmental
notice by persons who apparently have
uot the moral courage to attach their
names to their eommunieations, for they
are sent anonymously. In cases where
it is found that there has been deliberate
negleet and a practical abandonment of
the property, the blocks are forfeited.
In regard to the amount of land alien-
ated during last year there were 3,572
applications for condifional puichases,
totalling 763,827 acres, as against 4,201
applications for 911,948 aeres during the
preceding year.

AMr. Bath: Do those conditional pur-
chases include grazing leases which are
now deseribed as non-cultivable land?

The PREMIER: No, for these non-
spltivable lands have only come into
wperation sinee 30th June of this year,
and they have not been ineclnded in the

[23 Ocroeer, 1907.]

Lands and Surveys. 323
totals. During the past year 26,367,463
acres. representing 692 applications were
received for pastoral leases and ap-
proved, as against 19,255,374 acres re-
presenting 506 applications in the pre-
vious year. For the three months of
this year we have had no less than 1,037
apphications for 5,206,000 acres of pas-
toral lands; included in this number of
applications are’ some for the non-culti-
vable areas to whieh I have just referred,
and which were previously known as
grazing leases. The total number of
applications approved last year was
4,445, showing a small decrease on the
previous year; due no donbt to the faect
that the area of selection of pood land
within the reseh of railways was limited.
Now that the construction of new lines
has been completed in some eases and as
other lines are in course of construction,
large additional areas will be thrown
open, and I look forward to a large in-
erease in land selection during the next
nine months. As was foreshadowed in
the amending Land Aet of last year the
non-cultivable leases have been revived
and are bringing about a great change in
regard to settlement. Under this system
the right of purchase is given in 20 years
as against 30 yesmrs under the old grazing
laws. Owing lo the fact that ail the pas-
toral areas under the 1887 regulations
expire on the 31st December next, the
present bar to selection of grazing leases
and homestead farms within such leases
in the Bouth-Western Tvision — ocea-
sioned by the deeision i the ease of
Steere v. the Crown, 1902—will be re-
moved, and 330 leases of 1,820,141 acres,
three-fourths of which land is seeond
and third class, will be available under
this popular form of tenure in the South-
Western Division alone. Selectors will
shortly be able to reap the advantages of
the Government policy of building spur
lines to agrieultural eentres, ns the Goo-
malling - Dowerin, Katanning - Kojonup,
Wagin-Dumbleyung, and Collie-Narrogin
railways are now eomplete; the Donny-
brook-Preston and Armadale-Jandakot
lines are under way departmentally, and
o eontract has been let for the Greenhills-

Quairading line. The Narrogin-Wickepin
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Railway Bill is now before the House and
other agrienltural lines are contemplated,
and the eomplaint that good land is too
far removed from railway communication
will not hold good for some time to come.
There are some disadvantages in regard
to the policy of survey before selection
for pending the classification and survey,
of the land large reservations have to he
made. This has its objections owing to
the fact that many people go on the land
and do not appreciate the faet that it is
essential that that land should be rederved
until the whole of the subdivision is com-
pleted, and consequently there are com-
plaints against the department owing to
so mueh iand being shut np. A large
area, however, is now being thrown open.
Sinee August 1st 40,000 acres at Dumbie-
yung, 15,000 acres at Woolkabin, both
east of Wagin, 20,000 acres at Cunjinn,
east of Brookton, 30,000 acres east of
Pingelly, and 25,000 acres west of Cran-
brook, on the Gordon River, have been
thrown open for selection under Parts
V. and VIII, eonditional purchases and
homestead farms, of the Land Aet, the
applicant for a homestead farm having,
however, to take up the balance of the
particular bleck under conditional pur-
chase. In the case of a man applying
for a block of 600 aeres he would be en-
titled to take up 160 aeres of that as a
homestead farm, and 440 acres under
conditional purchase. Under the old
provision it was necessary to survey
about 160 aeres distinet from the con-
ditional purchase. By giving this man
the opportunity of taking up the balanece
of the conditional purchase land it saves
us a considerable amount in survey fees,
and as most members are aware, in the
districts where this land is being sub-
divided 160 aecres is practically useless to
any man. It is necessary that he should
have at least G000 aeres. We give him
that quantity and the right of 160 acres
free as a homestead farm. Power has
been piven by the amending Land Aet of
last year to set aside certain areas for a
particular elass of selector. I have had
this earmarked for the benefit of the
man who does not possess land. One of
my propusals was to, as far as possible,
give the man who did not possess land

[ASSEMBLY.]

Lands and Surveys.
an opportunity of aequiring some. For
this purpose we throw open under Parts
V. and VIIL, areas in different parts of
the State. The qualifications for a selee:
tor to obtain any bloek within the ares
is that he does not possess more than
100 acres of land in Wastern Australia

- The prineipal areas thrown open are—

90,000 acres at Kwollyin, south of Keller-
berrin, 24,000 acres at Jannerberring,
south of Cunderdin, 60,000 acres al
Dowerin, north-east of (Goomalling
25,000 at Dinninup, on the Blackwood
There has been a certain area thrown uy
there quite recently; this is situated @
few miles beyond the terminus of the
present Donnybrook - Upper Blackwood
railway., And 3,500 acres at Batalling
near Darkan. Of the latter areas, Jan
nerberring and Dinninup lhave beer
partially ringbarked, which must be of
great advantage to those taking up the
land. It is my intention to continue the
poliey in various areas throughout the
State. One advaniage is that by ring
barking before selection, the selector has
the advantage at least of one season, anc
the cost of the improvements, that is the
ringbarking or the clearing, as the case
may be, is spread over ten years. Ring
barking has been done over certain area:
at Balbarrup, south of Bridgetown; an
the Surveyor General has placed befor
me certain other suitable areas on whiel
to continue this class of work. We haw
serubbed some of the land in some of th
areas south of Cunderdin, and in addi
tion we have ringbarked some areas
from 50 to 100 acres in various bloeks
so that a man who takes up a block eca
get to work siraight away, and this se
cures a return for his labour at an earlie
date than he otherwise would. The ex
tensions of the goldfields water supply t
various districts on the Eastern Railwa;
has given a great fillip to agrienltura
operations and settlement generally i
that distriet.

Mr. Bath: Only those up against th
line?

The PREMIER: Those within eertaix
distances of the line, they guarantee .
certain amount. The goldfields wate
supply asks 10 per eent. on the outlay
and in e¢ases where the persons who ar
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served by the pipe line are not n a posi-
tion to guarantee the whole of the 10 per

. cent. the Lands Department comes to
their rescue and guarantees the difference
between the amount guaranteed by the
settlers and the 10 per cent. asked for
by the Water Supply Department.

Mr. Bath: They could not get it up at
Willundra, though they offered to give
the necessary guarantee.

The PREMIER: That has not been
brought under my notice; the only in-
stances hrought under my notice have
been those at Greenbills and Tammin.
In addition to this trial bores have been
put down by the Works Department with
varying sucess in many districts east of
the Great Southern Railway, From the
1st July, 1906, to the 1st July, 1907,
£2424 was approved for water supply
in the shape of wells, tanks, and trial
holes, and of this amount £1,566 has been
spent east of the Gireat Southern Railway.
During the year 1,055,000 acres have
been surveyed, and 236,650 acres have
been surveyed before selection; also
2,650,000 acres have been classified and
the information has heen plotted on the
plans, which will prove of great assistance
to selectors. In many cases we have sur-
veyed the main line of communication
through the areas, so that in cases where
the land is not surveyed before selection,
a man is able to follow the survey line
and make his application so accurately
that the department is able to plot out
the application on the plans. 1 have
stated we have done a considerable
amount of work; 20,000 acres have been
ringbarked at a cost of £4,500; this has
heen spent on ringharking, serubbing,
clearing roads, etcetera. In regard to sur-
veys bhefore selection four to six surveyors
have been employed on a large subdivision
not far from Dinninup, in the vieinity of
the probable route of the proposed Pres-
ton railway. Two surveyors are cutting
up extensive areas east of Narrogin and
one is engaged on a subdivision at Baan-
deen. An extensive area is being clas-
sified north of Eellerberrin towards Cow-
cowing. The decentralisation of the de-
partment is a matter which has been
under the consideration of various Mini-
sters, but in alterations of this kind it
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is necessary to go slowly so that no mis-
takes ean be made, and in order that no
very great expense shonld be incurred in
the earliest stages of the proposal. I
have made a start in this direction by
appointing one c¢ommissioner for the
Great Southern district, He is to have
the powers of an under secretary in re-
gard to the approval of applications, that
is to say, in cases where a man goes out .
and selects land say east of Katanning
or Wagin, he comes in with his applica-
tion, and instead of forwarding the appli-
cation to the headquarters office the dep-
uty eommissioner is empewered, provided
there is no other application for the same
land, to give approval straight away to
the application, thus saving endless de-
lays which are irvitating to the selector
and are bound to increase the work of
the department, as it has to go through
so many hands. I am satisfied this de-
parture will be to the advantage of the
department and ensure the speedy appro-
val of applications.

Mr. Collier: Is that system to be in
operation all over the State?

The PREMIER: In the agricultural
areas. During the year the experimental
farm at Nangeenan, which has been under
the control of the ILands Department
since it was first initinted by Mr. Hop-
kins, the then Minister for Lands, bas
been transferred to the Agricultural
Department, but the settlement still re-
mains  under the Lands Depariment.
Fourteen coniracts have heen completed
and the holders have taken up the land
under conditional purchase econditions,
leaving 25 contracts to be completed.
The Honorary Minister in ebarge of the
Agriconltural Department visited the dis-
tricts recently and was gratified with
what had been done by the settlers and
the prospects for the ensuing season.
No doubt the Water Scheme being in close-
proximity to the settlement is a great
factor in its development. I am glad to
notice these settlers are prepared, owing-
to the fact tbat they are able to secure
a bountiful sapply of water, to go in for
dairying. Twenty-five of the settlers of’
Nangeenan have applied to the Agri-
cultural Department for dairying cattle:
in lots of one to 15, The oldest setiler
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there, Mr. Growden, who took up land
when the settlement was first thrown
open, proposes to milk 100 cows next
season and has applied for 20 immedi-
stely. There are applications in for 100
cows in various lots. This is gratifying,
for we have always considered that with
a nine-inch rainfall it is absolately im-
possible to go in for dairying, but there
is every promise, provided the settlers go
in for ensilage, to make it a suecess. If
they ean mizke it a suceess we have
hundreds of thousands of aeres which
have been eonsidered up to the present
time only available for carrying sheep,
whieh ean be devoted to this purpose, and
which can be made responsible for carry-
ing many thousands of dairy cattle.

Mr. Collier: Ave all the blocks which
were originally taken up oeccupied.

The PREMIER: Yes; in some cases
where the original settler has left, his
suecessor has taken over the liabilities and
responsibilities of the original settler.
There is one inerease in the depariment,
£1,500 being provided on the Estimates
for the establishment of an agency in
Melbourne, and at the present time the
officer in charge there is Mr, Gilbert.

My, Collier: The best man you have in
the service.

The PREMIER: There is no doubt
about Mr Gilbert being a very wvaluable
officer, and T am sure in the position he
now oeccupies as officer in charge of the
ageney in Melbourne, he will do good
work, He has a full knowledge of the
State, and is a courteous and capable
officer, and the money will, I am sure,
be well spent.

Mr. Angwin: He is never too tired to
_give information.

The PREMIER : He will give us good
value for his salary. Mr. Ranford, an
.old and experienced officer, has just com-
menced a lecturing tour in the Eastern
States, and from the reports which I
have received I have reason to believe
our venture in this direction will meet
with sueeess.

My, Bath:
under?

The PREMIER: If the member looks
-under item 20 he will see the officer in

What item will this bhe
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charge, and then there are items 20, 21,

-and 22, and on {he next page item 43.

Ay,
item?

The PREMIER: He is not debited to
the Melbourne Agency, which only pro-
vides Mr Gilbert’s salary and an assist-
ant. Mr. Ranford at the present time
will be drawing his salary from the In-
formation Bureau, em 18, It will be
noticed that his salary has been brought
down £10, hus original salary heing £600.

Mr. Bath: Tt was never £600, it was
£590 and travelling allowances.

The PREMIER: Yes; made £390 to
be fesz than the Under Secretary. T am
satisfied Mr. Ranford’s efforts will he
rewarded with suecess; beeause no doubt
the misfortunes of many setilers in the
Eastern States will have the henefit of
drawing the attention of many people to
Western Australia. The officer in charge
of the Melbourne Agency has written to
me that already eight or ten settlers have
left for the West, and ne doubt a good
number will venture to Western Australia
as the result of information supplied by
the agency and Mr. Ranford. At the
present time we have had inquiries by a
large party as to whether it iz possible
for them to take up 10,000 acres; I am
under the impression they are desirous
of consolidating their improvements.
There is a considerable amount of diffi-
culty in arranging that, but if we can
possibly arrange it we hope to be in 3
position to give these people an oppor-
tunity of seleeting land where they are
anxions to aequire it in the neighbour-
hood of Balbarrup.

M. Bath: Do they wish to work on the
co-operative principle?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Bailk: Which is Mr. Ranford’s -

At 6.15, the Chairman left the Chair,
At 7.30, Chair resumed.

The PREMIER (continuing) : I
have little more to say on the Lands
Estimates. I lhope I have not wearied
members, for on a matier of this kind
it is necessary to quote largely from
statistics. I should like to say in con-
clusion that we are making provision
during this session for an amendment of
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the Lands Purchase Aet, to epable loans
to be granted by the Agricultural Bank
on terms similar to those on which they
are granted to conditional purchase
selectors. This will relieve certain selec-
tors who bave bought blocks in the re-
purebased estates such as Stirling Estate,
and I feel sure they will be considerably
benefited by being placed on the same
basis as ordinary selectors.

[General discussion followed.]

Mr. BATH : It was gratifying to know
that land settlement was proceeding
apace, though net perhaps so rapidly as
last year. Still, the area taken up showed
that the vesources of the State were com-
mending themselves to settlers from out-
side as well as from within our own
borders. One feature of these estimates
was not so satisfactory from the point of
view of the publie, though it might be
satisfactory to the Treasurer—the utili-
sation of the land-sale revenue for cur-
rent expenditure. The estimated rvevenue
from sales of land for the fortheowing
year was £142,500; and the people of
the State were thus praetically drawing
on their capital, disposing of it in order
to supply their current needs. All koew
the results of such a course in private
life. We often read of ecases in the
old country where the scions of nohle
Louses disposed of their patrimony and
were left penniless. But apparently what
was bad for the individual was regarded
‘as perfectly legitimate and desirable for
the State, though the moral distinetion
was not clear. Last year the Government
passed an amendment of the Land Aet,
making it possible for goldfields resi-
dential lessees to secure the freebold. The
Government had gone farther by trying
to make the retention of the leasehold
impossible, even for those who desired it.
This was done by reverting to a tenure
of twenty-one yvears in lieu of the longer

tenure granted under fhe residential -
lease. The system foreced people willy-

nilly to buy freehoid blocks, thus for the
time being supplying the present Govern-
ment with a little more revenue than
could otherwise be secured, but paying
no regard to the future, when all the land
would he disposed of and no more
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revenue would be available. [3fr. Ewing:
Then we could tax the lavd.] Members.
who advocated sellmg the land showed
little inclination to impose such a tax.
On the Address-in-Reply the Premier had
referred to economies in the Lands De-
partment. There were cerfainly some re-
duections in expenditure, but there was
little advantage in such reductions unless.
they were permanent. It was proposed
for the fortheoming year to spend nearly
£4,000 wmore than last year. . The
Estimates showed a number of inereases,
a portion of which was certainly ac-
counted for by the Melbourne Agency.

The Treasurer: And by the provision
for survev before selection.

Mr BATH: We bad always been told
the adoption of that system would effect
a saving in administration.

Lhe Premier: Tt would effect a saving
after the land was thrown open; buf the
introduetion of the system involved adch—
tional expense.

Mr. BATH: We had always to wait a
long time for these good things fo mature,
and members must possess their souls in
patience. When speaking on the Budget
generally, he referred to the sale of
Crown land along the Eastern Railway on
what might be termed the margin of reli-
able rainfall. The Government were act-
ually booming this land and selling it at
10s. per acre; but when the purchasers
applied for assistance to the Agrienltural
Bank, the manazer said he would not
lend any woeney on land east of Doodla-
kine, for heyond that place the investment
would be too risky. Either the manager
was wrong, or the Goverament were
wrong in booming the land. Many of
the purchasers were men of small means.
He knew of one setler who sold a fine
home in the metropolitan avea, abandoned
his employment here, invested the whole
of his money in that land, and had a
very sad experience. :The Premier vre-
ferred to the supply of water from Mun-
daring Weir to settlers adjacent to fthe
Eastern Railway. Some settlers a few
miles away had also been supplied, those
on the area around Tammin; but recently
when at Kellerberrin he (Mr Bath) was
mformed that a number of settlers al
Woolundra, between Xellerberrin and
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Doodlakine, finding it impossible to get
water by sinking or otherwise, had failed
to secure a supply from the scheme. The
proper Minister should make inquiries
and give the desired assistance if the case
were genuine. I was gratifying that
the serviees of Mr. Ranford were once
more being properly utilised. On the
Lands Estimates this gentleman's case
was referred to. While in one branch
under the Minister for Lands Mr. Ran-
ford was sent into the ecountry because of
his deep interest in land settlement, he
thus lost his chanee of promotion, and
though he did good work and gave full
satisfaction, yet when he eame back after
six months' leave he was placed in a 6
by 8 room in Cathedral Avenue in charge
of a sheaf of wheat and a few turmips,
to act as the head of an information
burean. Mr, Ranford was much dissatis-
fied at this, and recognised that he was
not giving good value for the salary he
received. But in his present position he
was properly placed, being fairly steeped
with enthusiasmt for land settlement; and
if anyone could induce Eastern farmers
to come to Western Australia it was Mr.
Ranford in a capacity of immigration
{ecturer. Tn spending money for trying to
get seftlers from the Eastern States, men
accustomed to condtions somewhat simi-
lar to those in Western Australia—though
it was to he hoped they would find them
more Tavourable here—we were doing
a great deal better and acting more wisely
than in spending loan moneys for trying
to induce immigrants to come from the
old eountry, beeause it was only necessary
to recognise some of the types introduced
under the so-ealled immigration policy to
see that there had been waste of money.
QOne could not take np an Eastern States
weekly paper devoted to agricultural
matters without seeing that in New South
Wales and Victoria for a dozen blocks
of land there were thousands of appli-
cants, sons of farmers endeavouring to
strike ont for themselves, who had been
for years following up land ballots from
one distriet to another searching for land
hut absolutely unable to secure it. Ridi-
cule had been east on the statement made
a few days ago that land monopoly was
rampant in Australia; but the weary pur-
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suit of those thousands of men in Eastern
Australia compelled one to recognise the
faet. Could we get those men from the
Eastern States we would find them more
siited to the conditions here than any we
might get from the other side of the
Equator. On previous Lands Estimates
he (Mr. Bath) had referred to how un-
wise it was to send settlers out hevond
the margin of reliable rainfall. We
should follow the system pursuned in
South Australia of delimiting an area of
reliahle rainfall and then cutting up the
land beyond that area into grazing leases,
a form of small pastoral leases,
making them available for settlers under
reasonable terms of tenure, This system
would be better than inducing people to
take up the land at 10s. an acre for
agricultural purposes, and we would uti-
lise the land to much greater advantage
than we did now by making it available
in pastoral leases in large areas but under
conditions where a person wishing to take
up a conditional purchase could go on
and select. It was to be hoped some
scheme wonld be devised very shortly by
which the revenue derived from the sale
of land could be placed to eapital acenunt
rather than be utilised for the purpose
of current revenue and eurrent expendi-
ture.

Mr, J. EWING: So far as the Lands
Department was concerned a good many
economies could be effected, not by re-
ducing the salaries of the officers, which
were already far too low, but by giving
the heads of the departments higher
salaries for greater responsibility and
thus indueing them to undertake more
work and earry on with a smaller staff.
To earry on dairying suecessfully it was
necessary to have a relinble and eonstant
rainfall, and it was to be hoped the
Honorary Minister was satisfied that
those who were attempting te carry on
dairyving in the dry distriets would be
suceessful. The Government should do all
they ecould to help those people and as
far as possible te experiment before
spending meney in dairying in these dis-
tricts.  If dairying eould be suecessfully
emiried on at Nanegeenan undombtedly
it eould be suceessfully earried on in the
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South-West. It was pleasing to hear of
the success of the Nangeenan settlement,
becanse at the time it was established by
Mr. Hopkins, it was thought it would
turn out a failure. [Mr. Johnson: It was
once said the Hamel settlement was a
success.] Great eare should be exercised
in the dry distriets before a large amount
of money was spent in dairying. No
doubt land settlement would come about
in the near future. If the Leader of the
Opposition went to the Lands Depart-
ment he would find ten or a dozen large
areas already surveyed ready for selec-
tion. Settlers had been disappouinted be-
cause these large areas liad been elosed
up pending survey ; but now that diffi-
culty had been overcome amd the areas
were surveyed there should be no trouble
in the future.

Mr. A. C. GULL ({Swan) : At one time
it was considered impossible to grow
wheat in Western Australino, and just the
same ab one time it was eonsidered that
the only place for dairying in this State
was the Sonth-West. The same argnment
would apply to dairying as applied to
wheat growing. Experience showed that
the Sonth-West was too wet for wheat
growing and also in a minor degree for
dairying ; and he had come to the con-
elusion that, just as in the wheat growing,
better results could be obtained in dairy-
ing from an area not necessarily as dry
as Nangeenan, but considerably dryer
than most of the South-West, It was
just as much a mistake to fall into the
idea that dairying required intensely wet
country as it was to think that wheat
growing required an intensely wet area.
[Mr. Bath: Good grass was needed.]
The growth of the dry distriets was so
intense when it came along that the far-
mer could make provision for feeding his
stock out of the natural grasses by means
of silage and so forth. In the South-

West the farmer was hanging on for
month after month of cold weather when
the grass would not grow at all. In Vie-
toria the dry arveas were producing as
much butter as the other districts. The
same thing would apply here. The eoun-
try east of Northam would produce suffi-
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cient butter for the requirements of
Western Australia.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE (Katanning):
Althotgh the area of the land selected
was not so great last year as in previous
years, the arvea seleeted under conditional
purchase conditions was equal fto if not
in excess of the area selected in any pre-
vicus year. FPreviously large areas were
taken up under Clause 68, which was
most favourable to the opening up of
lands thought to be quite unsuited for
agricultural purposes ; but the develop-
ment of these lands had shown that they
could be turned to better account than
was at first expected by those administer-
ing the affairs of the Lands Department
and people of experience in the country,
so the eonditions were withdrawn and
modified proposals ineluded in the Act
passed last year. Land taken up under
the new eonditions carried with it neces-
sary improvements which would mean
a great deal more development in the
way of agriculture than had been the rule
in the past, and judging from his know-
ledge of the go put into land develop-
ment by the selectors the increased area
would be considerable. It was gratify-
ing to see such progress being made. It
proved his own words of previous years
as to the great capability of our country,
and as to its only requiring men of the
right stamp to take it up, backed up with
sufficient capital, a good constitution and
good judgment, to make a great success
of land settlement. There was just now
among the people seitled on the land a
buoyaney which was very gratifying.
Last year there had been many expres-
sions of disapproval in regard to the
yields and prices realised for the crops,
but this year there seemed to be improve-
ment in both directions. A great deal
had been heard about the prospective in-
creased yields and there were already
evidences of the inereased prices. Un-
fortunately, however, the higher price the
State was likely to. realise for her pro-
duets was brought about mainly by the
misfortune of the people in the Fastern
States. Although it was said that the
prices bheing paid to-day were the result
of a shortage in the world’s markets, yet
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he would point out that the probable
cause of inflation in values was the dry
weather in the Lastern States and the
conseqtiential poor erops and anticipated
low yields. Those who watched thé price
of wheat, which was one of our prineipal
commodities and one which we were look-
ing forward to as the product of the land
which would mean so mueh to the coun-
try, knew that the price to-day of 3s. 5d.
a bushel in Melbourne was in exeess of
Londun values by nearly 10d. per hushel.
This proved that it was not because of
the shortage in the world’s values en-
tively that the high rates were now ruling.
If the present weather continued in New
South Wales and Vietoria there would
be a preat shortage in the yields. South
Australia had heen more fortunate, for
their yield wounld be about equal to last
year’s, bul if the two larger States did not
obtain the yields anticipated a few weeks
ago there would bhe a great shortage
throughout Australia.  Contracls were
being entered into for shipments abroad
from Australia. The reports as to the
prices in the old country referred to the
shipments for Oectober and November.
There were also the shipments for Janu-
ary and Febmmary and they wounld include
the new erop not yet reaped, and if
much wheat had heen sold as for ship-
ment during those twa months it would
make wheal very mnel deaver in Austra-
lia than the present indications pointed
to, although the indieaticns pointed to a
very high price ruling for grain.  Al-
though some of the crops in the Bastern
States might ke past recovery. a timely
‘shower of rain would alter the eondition
of things, even at this late stage. There
was always a tendency on the part of
those dealing in the cammedity to plunge,
and to deal with it in a speeulative way.
With a prospect of a higher rate for
wheat prevailing it was hard to say now
what the farmer should do with his crop.
It was for him to say the price which,
in his opinion, would give him a good
return. They must not forget that any
«hange in the weather might effect a
great change in the price. He hoped that
the present indicated prices would eon-
tinue, or even go higher, as it would mean
-that more money wonld go to those pro-
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docing wheat in this State. It must not
be forgotten, however, that although high
prices were obtained, yet other industries
would be seriously affected. Ior instance
the dairying industry would be largely
affected by a high priee for wheat, as the
cost of offal would be considerably greater
than at present. He knew that dairy-
tmen wha had not contracted at the be-
gining of the vear to get their supplies
at £4 10s. a ton would now have to buy
at nearly double that price. As the Mini-
ster for Agriculture had said, these prices
would pertain only for the present sea-
son. He was in accord with those who
had expressed the opinion that the dairy-
ing industry eould be carried on success-
fully here. 'The methods of feeding had
been improved to such an extent that the
prospeets for earrying on the industry
with success were greater now than we
ever thought in the past. Reverting back
to the question of wheat growing, he
wouald eall the attention of the Premier
to the remarks he made some time ago in
regurd to the prospective value of the
inereased produetion due to the inereased
price of wheat. He had not the figures
before him but from memory he was of
opinion that the Premier had said the
prospective inerease would mean ahout
£300,000 extra to the State.

The Premier : That was when wheat
was 3s, 6d., hot it had gone up 1s 6d.
sinee then.

Huon. F. H. P1ESSE : His estimate of
the increased advantages to the State,
owing to the wheal yield and the prices
whieh would he obtained. was that fhe
amount over and above last year would
total more than ane million pounds.

The Premier : But the member said
the price of ds. 7d. was abnormal.

Hon, F. H. TTESSE : The remark was
qualified hy the statement that it was
contingent upon the erops in the Eastern
States being the failure that was now
anticipated. The price of grain at the
present time was about 2s. a bushel in
advance of what it was last year, and if
the value of that alone were taken upon,
say, 3,500,000 bushels of wheat. a con-
siderable sum in advance of that received
last year would result. Then there was
alsn the enormous inerease in the priece
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of chaff. If that commodity continued
at the present price it would mean an
advance of about 30s. per ton on Iast
year’s price, and if the State produced
160,000 tons of chaff, the increase would
antount to about £240,000, All these
indications went to show that the State
was in for a pood time. He regretted,
however, that this zood time should be
brought about by the misfortune of the
other Australian States. He would refer
members to the remarks he made last
year as to the improvements on lands
priov to selection. He knew that cerfain
improvements had been carried out, suech
as ringbarking on areas which had been
cut up for selection after survey. Al
though that was a step in the right diree-
tion it was one which he had been loath
to approve of until he had seen the ad-
vantages of the scheme. It would he
better to earry out both ringbarking and
grubbing of poison. The poison plant
was a scowrge to the country, and it had
been most disastrons to those who had
depast_ured stock in the neighbourhood
of poison country. Listening as he did
to the remarks of would-be settlers who
had seen the country, lie knew that the
ohjection they always made was that they
were afraid to put their stock on eountry
lest it should he poisoned. These peopfe
were not aware that the poison could be
cleared as casily as wag the case. Ile
would suggest that the Governnent should
take out of the vote for the encourage-
ment of agriculture, a eertain amount
fOI: the elearing of some 100,000 aeres of
poison country to ihe west of Kojonup.
If 'that were dote it would be an immense
gain to the eountry from a national
standpoint, and would be the means of
mducing settlers to take up land more
readily and with more confidence than
now. He would not let the work out by
contract, but would obtain e services
of a man who was experienced at the
work, and give him the right to employ
ren on day work under his direction.
The man to be avoided was he who ex-
pressed himself to be thoroughly eon-
versant with the eclearing of poison, for
he was often more troublesome than a
man who had nv knowledge of the work.
If an intelligent man were put under the
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control of a good foreman he eould get
rid of a large quantity of poison in a
short time. The work eould be earried
out at a eost not exceeding 2s. Gd. per-
acre. The eost would be less in some
parts of the country and the average
shonld not exceed 2s. or 2s. 3d. per acre.
Sueh an expenditure would be money well
spent, and if an area of country eould
be set aside and cleared in that way it
wounld well repay the State. The land
should be allowed to be taken up imme-
diately after the poison had been cleared.
[The Premier : There would be a big
risk of new settlers “ falling in.”] They
would be told that the poison had just
been taken off the land and then there
would be no risk. By adopting the conrse
he had supgested the people’s estate
would be improved to sueh an extent that
the expenditure would be well justified,
for the land would be increased in valle:
by as much as 200 per cent. in some cases
owing to the poison having been taken
off it. As fo settlement generally, so far-
as the mueh-abused Lands Departinent
was concerned, charged as it was with
being over-manned and with not satisfy-
ing the inquiries of settlers, his experi-
ence, gained personally and also through
kuowing so many who had to deal with
the department, was that a general ex-
pression of apinion prevailed which was
mast favourable to the depactment. They
had a very diffienlt work to perform, the:
peuple who came being principally those-
who applied for land without mueh know-
ledge of the country. The information
was required before they were satisfied
even to look at the ecountry, and when
they had seen it they had to ask the
assistance of the officials to enable them
to take up the land. The officers did all
they could in that direetion, and no fault
could be found with them; they did their-
duty cheerfully and well. There would
he drones in every hive; there were
drones in the Lands Departiment, as there:
were in every octher department as well
as in private life. [Mr. Johnson : Only
in a greater proportion.] That depended
on the administration and organisation:
of the department. Tt was a difficult
department {o administer ; it had large-
interests and had to deal with a great
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number of people. Tt was more difficult
to administer this department than the
Works Department or any other depart-
ment of the State. [Mr. Troy: How
did it eompare with the Mines Depart-
ment 7] He had not mueh experience
of the Mines Department, but taking the
Lands Departinent as a whole there were
officers there who did their duty well and
cheerfully ; no matter who went into the
department the officers did their best to
help intending settlers.

Mr, Jolinson : There were others who
shounld not he there.

The Premier : Why had not the hon.
member removed them when he was in the
Government 7

Mr. Johnson : If the opportunity had
oceurred he would have removed them.

Hon. F. H. PTESSE : In conclusion he
congratulated the Premier on the success
of his efforts in the Lands Department.
The Premier was certainly not able to
give as much time to the department as
no doubt he would like and which would
be in the interests of the country, still,
with that department on his shoulders,
and the cares of the State on his
shoulders, and the great demands inade
on his time in various other ways, it was
diffienlt to give that close attention to
the work which was so necessary. The
department, through the officials was
doing all that could be done to assist the
settlement which had made such progress,
and in his opinion the result was most
encouraging, The time was coming when
we shounld see farther advances made. In-
quiries were now being made from the
Eastern States for land in the Katan-
ning distriet, This week three small pro-
perties had changed hands; people had
come from the Tast and hought the
places out, and people were turning their
attention to this State. Last year a man
living four miles from Katanning sold
out his property and returned to Vie-
toria, being induced to do so by his
friends there. This man struek the dry
district in Vietoria and was ruined; he
had written lately saying he wished he
had not Jeft this State. The misfortunes
of the Eastern States were to be of bene-
fit to Western Australia, because men
were turning their attention in this direc-
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tion. As to Mr. Ranford, one was pleased
to hear the remarks of the Leader of the
Opposition in regard to that officer. He
did not hear the remarks of the Premier
as to the Melbourne Agency, but it was
earrying out that which last year it was
thought would be a good thing for the
State, following on the lines of New Zea-
land in giving all information to intend-
ing settlers. It was a step in the right
direction.  Although the action was
looked on as unfriendly, if people were
likely to leave Australia and go to other
parts of the world, we should do all we
could to induee them to come to Western
Australia, for it was better to have them
in the Commonwealth than to leave it.
Judging by the success of Mr. Ranford
in the past and his efforts in the direc-
tion of land settlement, and with the as-
sistanee of the officer in charge of the
Bureau in Melbourne, he (Mr. Piesse)
looked forward to much good resulting
from Mr. Ranford’s visits to the various
parts of Vietoria and New South Wales.
When Mr. Ranford started land settle-
ment in the Katanning distriet 10 ‘years
ago the officers in the Lands Department
thought he was mad in placing people on
the land in that neighbourhood, but it had
since been proved that his efforts in this
direction had been successful; people had
built good homes for themselves, had got
out of debt, and were doing well. This
was the commencement of Mr. Ranford’s
efforts in land settlement, and since then
3,000,000 acres of land had been taken up
in that distriet. The thanks of the State
were due to Mr. Ranford; we required
officers like Mr. Ranford to take up the
work with enthusiasm. TIn 1891 Mr.
Ranford was af Katanning, and he
drove a party of settlers out to see eer-
tain land at Moojeling, which was very
fine land. Mr. Ranford enthused about
the land, and eame down from his buggy |
and said to those in the trap, “Look at
this fine country.” The people evidently
did not seem to admire it as much as
Mr. Ranford did, and to infuse them
with the idea he had, picking up a hand-
Tul of the beautiful loam, he said, “It is
so good you can eat it,” filling his mouth
with the soil. That is the kind of man
we want. Perhaps in his exceeding en-
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thusiasm and his desire for land settle-
ment, he took that extreme course of
showing to the settlers what be thought

of the country, and perhaps did more by -

that eccentric method of drawing atten-
tion to it, than a good deal of talking
would do.

Mr. BOLTON: Tt was certainly in-
struetive to members to listen to the re-
marks of those whoe thoroughly under-
steod every phase of land settlement; and
it was gratifying to hear what great pro-
gress was being made by the Lands De-
partment. He was satisfied that the Ag-
ricultural Bank was largely contributing
to the progress that had been made, and
he would go farther and say that he
thonght the gentleman in charge of the
Lands Department was the right man in
the right place, and was largely contri-
buting to the suecess of that department.
It was the general opinion of members
that the Premier was doing his best; and
one felt that the Minister was doing all
he eould in his department, when econ-
gratulations came from all sides of the
House. - He (Mr. Bolton) was pleased
with the replies which the Honorary
Minister had given that day to some ques-
tions which had been asked. The Go-
vernment were taking a step in the right
direction in making arrangements for the
-storing of wheat, and of making advances
to farmers on their wheat.

Hon. F. H. Piesse: It will never come
to pass.

Mr. BOLTON: Perhaps the member
would do his best to stop it from coming
to pass; but he (Mr. Bolton) was satis-
fied that it womld come to pass, and
measures would have to be taken so that
it should come to pass within this year.
He was satisfied that the Government
were taking the right step in making pro-
vision for an export and storage depot,
and for making advances to farmers on
their preoduce.

Mr. Johnson: The depot was to be at
Fremantle?

Mr. BOLTON: The export depot conld
not be at Guildford, it must be af the
.chief port of the State. The depot would
have to be at Fremantle, and if the Go-
vernment intended to go on with the work
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it was just as well they should get a move
on straight away. If we were to have
the inerease predicted by the Premier the
Government would be behindband again,
therefore it was well to get a move on and
to provide for the great export which was
to take place next year.

Hon. I'. H. Piesse: Where was the ex-
port to go to?

Mr. BOLTON: If the price could be
maintained at anything like what it was
to-day it would be a good thing for the
farmers of this State; and so long as
they could export wheat at a good price,
it did not matter to Western Australia
where the produce went. If it was right
to compliment the Government on what
they were deing in a satisfactory manner,
it was also right to point out anything on
which one thought they should be con-
demned. In the Lands Departiment one
found 2 net increase of £3,379; and
naturally after one had heard of the pro-
gress being made, and about to be made,
one wauld expect the increase to be in
administration, but one hardly expected
it to be in inereases of salaries. He
wounld be glad to hear of everybody get-
ting inecreases if we could afford it, but
we were told we could not afford it. The
lower officials were not getting the in-
creases, and it was not the higher paid
officials who were doing all the work.
There was an increase of £1,045 in the
salary column and a decrease of two
officials. There had been an increase of
clerks, and two other officers appointed,
making a total of five. The increase for
the new officials amounted to £111. If it
was deducted from the £3,379 there was
a net increase of £2,147, whereas only
three new officials had been added.

The Premier: Where was the £2,000
Increase in salaries?

Mr. BOLTON: If the Premier would
reckon up the amounts he would find
there was an increase of £1,045 in
salaries, and an inerease of £111 for new
officials. Then there was an increase in
the item for clerks of £724, there being
three additional clerks in the land selec-
tion branch. Those in reeeipt of fairly
decent salaries were getting an inerease,
and those in receipt of small salaries were
not getting increases. He must enter his
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protest against this eourse of action. This
kind of thing took away some of the
praise one naturally gave to the Lands
Department.

The Premier: Look at item 43.

Myr. BOLTON: The same number of
clerks were employed. Item 43 said, “In-
ereases to juniois for the whole division.”
This showed that the increases to juniors
were provided in another item, and not
in that to which the Premjer referred.
Though salaries for this year were to be
increased by £2,146, there were only three
additional elerks. It was diffieult to as-
certain who were to receive the increases,
but appavently they were being given to
the more highly-paid officials.

Mr. TNDERWOOD did not share in
the jubilatien over the large avea of land
sold. Rather should we make some ab-
tempt to keep our great heritage of agri-
cuitural land for the people who would
come after us. All the efforts of the
Government and of Parliament seemed to
be directed to getting rid of the fee
simple, The member for Katanning
(Hon. F. H. Piesse) said that the hard
times in the Eastern States drove their
agriculturists to Western  Australia.
Those people came simply because the
Crown lands in Victoria and New South
Wales had been sold as ours were
being disposed of now. The land sales
were a sad feature of our administvation.
Moreover, a man could take almost as
mueh land as he chose, and hold it abso-
lutely for speenlative purposes. Near the
railway station at Cunderdin thousands of
acres of conditional purchase land had
been held for many years, not a tap being
done by way of improvement, though
there were improvement conditions. One
bloek in partienlar of some 1,500 acres
had been held for seven years, and was
still in a virgin state. It was a pity that
a man eould take up land at all unless as
an occupier. Nevertheless, the Aet pro-
vided that he must improve the land;
consequently those holdings around Cun-
derdin should at once be forfeited. We
were spending £1,600 a year on a Mel-
bourne office to bring here men who on
their arrival passed by this land held for
speculative purposes, and had to go
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twenty or thirty miles farther out. The
land should be for the man who was pre-
pared to use it. The member for Katan-

-ning said all we wanted was men of the

right stamp to go on the land. The
stamp that appeared to be getting a fairly
good hold of our land was the stamp that
sat in offices and acted as land agents.
As to the department, the other day he
(Mr. Underwood) applied at Perth for a
small piece of land, and was told he must
send the money to Northam. The postal
vemittance cost him sixpence. Two or
three days later he reeeived from the Nor-
tham agency an acknowledgment of the
amount, “for transmission to the collector
of land revenues, Perth, who will forward
a receipt for the same if the amount is
correctly due and is accepted by the de-
partment.” Here was an opportunity for
effecting a small economy. While on the
subject of Northam, he had been asked
to speak about the land gazetted as for-
feited, and applied for, the applicant’s
money being returned with an intimation
that the rent had been paid. He could
give the Premier particulars of one in-
stance, Land transactions thronghout
Australia were not too clean, and people
were always suspieions of them; there-
fore the Lands Department should be ab-
solutely above suspicion. The instanece
mentioned was the only one he had heard
of. The sum of £5,500 was set down fo
land guides, and it appeared somewhal
excessive. Another large item was thal
of land inspectors.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. membe
must not now refer specifically to items

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The inspectors
were too highly paid, and if they did na
do their duty any better than they did i
around Cunderdin, we conld do withow
them. Ie had heard of one inspecto
who was praetically blind, whereas in
spectors ought to be exeeptionally sharp
sighted. As lo the Melbourne office, on
could not agree with the Treasurer. I
was people already here that induced out
siders to come to the State. The mone:
spent on that office was almost entirel
wasted. It was said the office did goos
work by contradieting false statement
made  the Fastern Press, particulark
in Victoria. The effect of these state
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ments during the past twelve or fourteen
years had been that one-third of the popu-
lation of this Siate came from Vietoria;
hence we could not have too much Press
eriticism. To spend £L600 to {ry to
counteract such ervilicism wa: a waste of
money which eould be better spent here.
This State had the best agrienltural land
in the Commonwealth, and those who said
Federaticn would strangle us id not
know Western Australia. It would take
two or three Federal Govermments to
strangle this State, which could casily
hold its own even if the Federal Govern-
ment were antagonistic; but with the as-
sistanee it was getting from the Federa-
fion, Western Awustralin would in the not
far distant future be the leading State
in the Commonweslth,

Mr. ANGWIN: Had the Premier taken
action on the Public Service Commis-

sioner’s report? Had he made the in-

crenses or deereases of salary recommen-
ded by the Commissioner or the appeal
board? The Commissioner reported that
the Lands Department appeared to be the
least effective, his opinion being based on
infermation obtained by personal inter-
views with practically every officer of
the department, by evidence taken on
matters arising before the appeal board
or at the hearving of charges laid against
officers, and generally by Investigating the
service. The Commissioner drew atten-
tion also to the Lands and Colonial See-
retary’s Departments overlapping in im-
migration matters. Had anything been
done to prevent this? What was done
in the matter of office accommaodation, to
which the Commissioner drew attention?
Much time was lost throngh want of or-
ganisation. Because of the number of
small rooms the officers were not under
proper control, and the snperiors were
not able t¢ guide the work in a proper
manner. Was anything likely to be done
in earrying out the wishes of the Public
Service Commissioner in the direction of
providing proper accommodation, par-
tienlarly for the draftsman? The Minister
was o be congratulated on the number
of officials in this departiment under the
Publie Serviee Aet, because there were
few casual employees in the department,
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Other Ministers should follow the ex-
ample set and bring all officers under the
Public Service Commissioner s0 that we
would have proper reports laid before
Parliament when dealing with the public
serviee, Ib is to be hoped the Premier
would adopt the suggestions of the Com-
missioner for working the department
more economiecally than in the past.

Mr. G. TAYLOR: As mixed farming
was to be the order of the day, the far-
wers should be protected when bringing
their stock to the railway termini by the
Government making efforts and giving
every fucility to clear of all poison the
roads along which the stock travelled.
In many cases the roads were covered
with poison which, being greener than the
herbage, presented a menace to the far-
mer driving his stock for despateh to the
inarket.

Mr. B, B, HEI''MANN: There were
several ecomplaints one desired to bring
before the Minister in order that the mis-
takes of the past might he avoided in the
future. A person on the goldfields who
had applied for some land near Geraild-
ton had to wait seven or eight months
before obtaining approval of his applica-
tion. It appeared that the land had been
previously surrendered, and the surrender
was not in order, but greater expedition
should be shown by the officers of the
department in getting the approval of ap-
plications. Again land has been sold
which was really of no value. Of course
members vepresenting farming consti-
tuencies would say it was foolish for per-
sons to take up the land, but we were
endeavouring to induce men from the
goldfields and people from other countries
not acquainted with our land to settie on
the soil. One mining man tock up land
in the South-West which had been pointed’
out to him by a land gnide. On return-
ing to the goldfields with the idea of plae-
ing a man on the land to work it, this
would-be settler had applied to the Agri-
cultural Bank for a lean in progress pay-
ments, but the advance was refused be-
canse the land was valueless. Seeing that
these men from the goldfields were so
likely to accept the advice of the land
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guide, it was cruel to treat them in this
way. Many sucl eases had been brought
uander notice, It seemed from another
complaint that the department weve dis-
inclined to adopt a poliecy of land settle-
ment on the goldfields similar to that
followed in agricuitural arveas. The land
around Cue and Day Dawn had been oc-
cupied for many years by pastoral lessees,
the Government reeeiving 10s, a thousand
acres. A few years ago a dairy farmer
who supplied Cue and Day Dawn with
milk took up land and had now about
100 head of cattle; but this man was
blocked from obtaining land on which to
run the cattle he bad got. Being nnable to
get land frow the Crown, the dairyman
wag forced to rent land from those already
leasing it from the Crown, but could not
get a better tenure than a month to month
lease, and these lessees could prevent him
from grazing his cattle immediately he
attempted to sell any bheef. In a leiter
the Premier had informed him {Mr. Heit-
mann) that this man could only take up
land under the Mining Aet, but under
that® Act not more than 500 acres could be
taken .up. Thai was too small an area.
Some provision should be made to allow
these big leaseholds to be cul up into
smaller bloeks. It would be better for the
country. This man was prepared to pay
mueh more than the Government re-
ceived from these leaseholders. He would
even have been prepared to buy the land
at third-class rates. Men who would go
in for areas of 30,000 acres should be
stndied in preference to men holding
blocks 100,000 acres in extent. There
was another matter in eonnection with
small holdings on the fields. Men had gone
out from the mines and had taken up land.
These men were still working in the mines
but their objeet in taking up land was
to endeavour in the future to get away
from the mining altogether. They should
be encouraged, but instead of thut thev
were handicapped by the department.
When taking up four or five acres of land
for which the Government at present re-
ceived 10s. per acre they were compelled
to pay £4 or £5 for survey fees and in-
spection and then, if the land was within
two miles of a townsite, they had to pay
two shillings per acre per annum for 20
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years, or if without two miles of a town-
site, sixpence per aere per annum for 20
years wust be paid. If they went on to
the land and started gardens, piggeries.
and pouliry runs, they shonld be given
the land so long as there was a residential
qualification. People should be en-
couraged to go on such lands on the gold-
fields,

The PREMIER (in reply generally)
thanked the Comwittee for the generous
way in which members had received his
estimates. He could assure members he
was glad to have the suggestions which
had been thrown out. With regard to
the one made by the last speaker, it
would, as suggested, be hecessary te have
an amendwent of existing legislation; but
e would be glad to consider with the
hon. member his proposals with the view
at some future date of seeing whether it
would not be possible to earry them out
and enable persons in the proximity of
goldfields towns to acquire land sufficient
to enable them to run a small herd. The
member for Mt Margaret (Mr, Taylor)
had referred to a matter which was re-
ceiving attention and that was the eradi-
cation of poison on main lines of com-
munication. Two months ago he sent out
a cirveular to roads boards asking them to
give an estimate and a suggestion as to
what roads in their districts should be
cleaved of poison and as to the cost.
Apparently the boards took it to mean
every road in their district, for the result
was that such an estimate had been sent
in as would astonish most people. He
had directed the inspectors of the various
distriets to send in a plan showing the
main lines that should be used as stock
routes and setting forth approximately
the arvea that would have to be cleared of
poison, so as to make some provision for:
the eradieation of the pest. Several set-
tlers had experienced very serious losses
owing to the poison not having been
eradicated. The main trouble had existed
lately owing to the faet that the land now
was settled so closely that they could not
adopt the previous methods of wmaking
detours in order to avoid the poison
country. Travelling ecattle had now to
follow the surveyed fracks and conse-



Fatimates:

guently severe losses had been suffered.
The member for Pilbarra (BMr. Under-
wood) had referred to the faet that large
areas had been taken up and in many
cases very little had been done in the
way of improving them. He gave one
instance where in the neighbourhood of
Cunderdin 1,500 aeres had heen taken up
and no improvements had been effected
in seven years. If the member could
back that statement up with facts he
would see that the land was forfeited
within the next month. He was endeav-
onring to make provision for these cases
by inserting on the lithographs the date
of approval of selection, so that anyone
travelling through the country could for-
ward to the Lauds Department an inti-
mation io the effect that certain land had
been taken up for so long and that
apparently no improvements had been
made on it. Xt would then be the duty of
the department to inspeet the land and,
if the statement was borne out by faets,
the land should be forfeited; if it wasnot
forfeited he would be glad for members
to draw his attention to it. The member
for BEast Fremantle had referred to the
question of office acecommodation in re-
gard to the draftsmen. He believed that
at the preseni time some provision was
made whereby the chief draftsman was
able to control his staff in a better manner
than had hitherto been the case. As to
the restricted areas the member for
Katanning had referred to the fact that
under the new Land Aet areas were very
much restricted and ibe conditions of
improvements were very much more
stringent than they were previously.
Reference was also made to the faet that
large areas had been closed up. He had
explained that in his opening and had
said it was mnecessary that these areas
should be reserved pending survey. Al-
though it had the effect possibly of
affording some disappointment at the
time, he felt sure that the result of their
being able to give a prompt reply to
applications for land would more than
eompensate for the temporary inconveni-
ence created. With regard to the refer-
ence made by the Leader of the
Opposition to the water supply question,
the two places he referred to were
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Tammin and Meckering, and the Minister
for Works told him he had rung up
his departmient and was informed that
there had been no applications refused,
provided that the guaraniee was put np.
If the member would give him particulars
of the case he would make inquiries with
the view of seeing whether it would not
be possible to meet the wishes of the
people, provided that they were prepared
to put up the necessary guarantee.

[Votes and Items discussed.]

Subdivision I—Land Salares. £29,069.

Item — 16 Clerks, Correspondence
Branch, £2,306:

Mr. TROY: There were a number of
increases, the amount in excess of last
year being £234. Who were the officers
to whom these increases were given ?

The PREMIER : There was practically
only an inerease of £26 as compared with
the vote of last year, but it was an in-
crease of £235 as cowpared with the sum
expended. The reason for the difference
was that the position of one of the officers
pravided for last year was not filled.
The salary of the principal elerk was
at £266 a year for six months and at
£202 a year for six months, the alteration
being made as a result of classification.
Apparently that officer had been reduced
by £8. The next officer mentioned was
Mr. Spencer, who received a salary at
the rate of £258 for six months and £256
for the second six months. Apparently
he was suffering from a decrease of £4
per anmun as the result of classifieation;
he -was the correspondence registrar and
had charge of the record office.

Ttem —Packer, £100:

Mr. ANGWIN: As a result of inquiry
intn the stores branches of the various
departments conducted by an inquiry
board some time ago, it was suggested
that all these branches should be brought
under one head and so lessen the eost of
contrel, Apparently this was not being
doue, as provision was now being made
for an assistant to the storekeeper in the
Lands Department,

The PREMIER: There was a proposal
on foot, as the result of the inquiry made
by the board, to concentrate the stores
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branches of the various departments; but
it was found that the officer in charge of
the stores braneh at the Lands Depavt-
ment must have extra assistance pending
the scheme suggested by the inquiry board
being brought into effect.

Item—33 Clerks, Land Selection
Branch, £5,892; -

Mr. TROY: There were three addi-
tional clerks provided for under this
heading and the inereaze to the total sum
for salaries was £724. Were increases
given to any particular officers ?

The PREMIER: The prineipal increase
was in the salary of Mr. Morris and this
was the vesult of the classifieation. He
reeeived at the rate of £355 a year for
six months and at the vate of £370 a
year for six months. He was in charge
of the land selection branch and of all
the inspectors and was one of the finest
officers in the department. Mr. Morris
had a thorongh knowledge of the work of
the department, and the increase given
him by the Public Service Commissioner
was well merited. [Mr. Bath: The ser-
viees of the chief inspeetor had been
dispensed with.] That was so. Of the
inerease the sum of £200 was aceounted
for by the fact that the position for
which the salary was provided was not
filled last year. It was veinstated, how-
ever, this year and the appointment had
been made rather than that the sum
should be spent for temporary assistanee.
The same remarks applied to a salary of
£180. This sum had been reinstated this
vear and a permanent officer had been
appointed. Qwing to the inereased cor-
respondence it was absolutely necessary
that the item should be reinstated. Pro-
vision was also made for the appointment
of another clerk at £150. That position
had not yet been filled hut was advertised
for. These items practically made up
the increase between the estimate for this
year and the actual expenditure of last.

Mr. BATH: Was it tended at any
future time to make a farther appoint-
ment in regard to the chief inspectorship
of lands 7 And in the case of permanent
appoinfments, did the Public Service
Commissioner make a recomunendation in
each case ?
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The PREMIER: It was not proposed
lo appoint a chief inspector, as it was
considered that the officer controlling the
sub-department could do the work, and
it was wot desired to make farther per-
manent appuintments onless absolutely
necessary. [t was thonght that Mr,
Moris eould do the additional work, as
the braneh was relieved of some of the
work along the Great Southern hine.

Mr..BATH : Did the Public Service
Conmnissioner make recommendations in
the other cases ?

The PREMIER: All the appointments
were made through the Publie Service
Commissioner.

Ttem—12 Inspectors of Lands £2,610:

Mr. STUART: Was it true that one of
the inspectors was blind ?

The PREMIER was not aware of any
inspector heing blind.

Mr. BATH: The officer referred to
held a position nnder the department and
also under the Agricultural Department.
A nwmber of settlers had stated that the
officer was uot entirely blind, but his
sight was so defective that he had to be
led about by a boy in order to carry out
his work, which was a handieap to the
department.

ltem—Travelling and transport allow-
ances, £1,800:

Mr. HETTMANN asked for informa-
tion.

The PREMIER: A sum of £150 per
annum was allowed to each inspector,
who provided, as a rule, two horses and a
bugzy and his maintenanece.

Mr. BATH: The Railway Department
were making special carriages so that the
inspectors could carry their horses with
them. Did the department intend to
make a saving by this ?

The PREMIER : The work of the con-
ditional purchase inspectors was limited
to certain districts and they were not
required to use the railway at all. The
inspectors under the agrienltural bank
had to travel a considerable distance, and
he presumed the accommodation referred
to was provided for them.

Mr, BATH : Did not some of the lands
inspeetors carry out agricoltural hank
work also ?
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The PREMIER : Qceasionally. Two
inspectors were recently transferred from
the Lands Department to the Agricultural
Bank.

Item—S8 Clerks, Roads and Reserves
Branch, £1,358:

Myr. "TROY: There was an increase in
this item of £234; did this represent the
appointinent of an additional officer ?

The PREMIER : This was made up by
the transfer of an officer who was
sepatrately shown on last year’s Estimates.

Item—District TLand  Commissioner
£500 :

Mr. ANGWIN: Was this appointment
made by the Public Service Commis-
stoner ¢

The PREMIER: This officer was Mr.
Farmer who, on last year's Estimates was
put down as chief land agent. The ap-
pointment was made by the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner on the recommendation
of the Unddr Secretary for Lands. This
officei” had exceptional knowledge, having
been a district land agent. He had a
knowledge also of the various Land Aects.
He would make his headguarters at
Katanning as soon as the preliminary ar-
rangements were completed.

Mr. ANGWIN : We were told that
officers who were receiving a salary more
than was recommended by the Publie Ser-
vice Commissioner had to be reduced each
year for five years until the salary was
brought down to the eclassification. The
Public Service Commnissioner in dealing
with this officer recommended a maximum
salavy of £315. Mr. Farmer appealed
against this elassifieation, and the appeal
board dismissed the appeal. He had now
heen appointed district land commissioner.
Were the duties inereased after the Public
Service Commissioner dealt with the posi-
tion? This was the second case in which
a highly paid officer’s salary had been in-
creased instead of being decreased.

The PREMIER : This position was
elassified by the Publie Serviee Commis-
sioner, and the salary for the position
was reduced from £500 to £315. There
was no doubf the position was a mis-
nomer. The duties the officer carried out
were not worth the amount paid. This
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officer had now been appointed distriet
land commissioner with power to approve
of applieations. When applications were
sent in he had to visit the various distriets
and give his approval. In eases where
there were two or more applicants for
land a board was appointed eomprising
the distriet commissioner, the loeal land
agent, and some other person in the dis-
triet, and this heard deeided on simul-
taneous applicaticns, which rendered it
unnecessary for witnesses te be brought
to Perth to give evidence before the land
seleetion hoard. The duties this officer
had to fulfil were important, and more
responsible than he carried out previously.
e had had exceptivnal experience in the
Lands Department, and was qualified to
administer the Loand Act. The Commis-
signer coneurred in the appointment of
this officer. Messis. Farmer and Moivis
were responsible in the first instance for
the reeommendation as to decentralisa-
tion.

Mr. Jehnson : Did the Public Serviee
Commissioner endorse the appointment ¢

The PREMIER : Yes.

Ay, Angwin : Did the Public Service
Commissioner recommend the appoint-
ment of this offieer at £500.

The PREMIER : Yes. The decentra-
lisation scheme was not approved by the
Commissioner at first, but he (the Pre-
mier) was desirous ihat it should have a
trial, and it was eventually arranged that
an appointment shoald be made. Instead
of making two appointments it was de-
cided t¢ make one to see how the scheme
worked, and Mr. Farmer was appointed
to the position with the coneurrence of
the Pnblic Service Commissioner.

Mr. Seaddan : When was the appoint-
ment made ¢

The PREMIER : In June last year.

Mr. Scaddan: How was the expendi-
turve for last year accounted for %

The PREMIER : This officer carried
out eertain duties last year as Chief Land
Agent.

Mr. TROY: The position quite war-
ranted the salary; but it was generally
understood that the officer was not fitted
for the position. People who knew him
well said that bhe was somewhat lacka-
daisical, and not very energetic. He
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(Mr. Troy) had heard from ex-Ministers
for Lands that they did not think highly
of the officer’s qualifications. For this
office the most capable man available,
whether in the State or outside, should be
found.

Mr. SCADDAN: The title was * Dis-
triet Land Coomnssioner,” and for last
vear £482 was provided. Mr. Farmer
did not hold the position last year. To
whom was the salary paid, and why was
the increase of £187%

The PREMIER had already explained
that this new position was created by the
decentralisation proposals. Last year
the officer, Mr. Farmer, was called Chief
Land Agent. The dunties of District
Land Commissioner were thought to be
worth £500, though the Public Service
Commissioner did not think ihe Chief
Land Agent’s work worth more than £315.
Mr. Farmer was selected for the new
position, and the position of Chief Land
Agent, an eutirely different office, was
abolished.

Item (Information Burean)—Officer-
in-Charge £590:

Mr, ANGWIN: According to the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner’s report on this
officer’s appeal, he was labouring under a
sense of injusticé due to the action
alleged to have been taken somme years
ago. which the board considered a fit sub-
jeet for inguiry though outside its juris-
diction. Had anything been done?

The PREMIER: Several members had
agreed with his action in appointing Mr.
Ranford immigration lecturer in the
Eastern States. The injustice of whieh
Mr. Ranford eomplained was that seven
years ago he was promised the position
of Deputy Surveyor General. The then
Premier, notwithstanding the Minister’s
recomnendation, decided not to appoint
such an officer, and though the recom-
wendation had reached the Exeecutive the
appointment was never made, but Mr.
Ranford then became Chief Land Agent.
Had he been appointed to the other office
he would have taken precedence over all
the surveyors except the Surveyor
General. Mr. Ranford was apparently
satisfied with the present position, and
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would doubtless do good work for the
State.

Mr. BATH: The Premier was some-
what in error as te Mr. Ranford’s griev-
ance. So far as one eould gather from
the files, it appeared Mr. Ranford was in
the direet line of suceession to the Sur-
veyor General, both by length of service
and ability. But he was appointed
Chief Land Agent, took six menths’ long
leave, the first in some thirty years;
while absent his billet was filled; and on
his return he was put in charge of the
paltry information bureau in Cathedral
Avenue. He made complaints against
other officers; an inquiry was held; and
he did not receive justice but he had to
pay costs. Mr. Hopkins, then Minister
for Lands, was in fault; for he somehow
conceived the idea that Mr. Ranford
when on holiday wished fo retire from
the service, whereas the officer’s health
had broken down, )

Mr. dAngwin: That Minister had offered
Mr. Ranford a pension to retive. -

Mr. BATH: When Minister for Lands
he (Mr. Bath) thought it farcical that
Mr. Ranford should be in the Informa-
tion Bureau, where he himself felt he
could not do justice to the depariment.
It was gratifying to know that Mr. Ran-
ford was in his present position,. and we
must agree with the Public Service Com-
missioner that Mr. Ranford’s case was
one for inquiry.

Tiem (Information Bureau)—Clerk
£260:

Mr. BATH: Did the Premier intend
to. retain this so-called establishment and
pay this salary ?

The PREMIER : The officer, Mr.
Fry, who was also a licensed surveyor,
answered a considerable number of in-
quiries. His services were often utilised
in reporting and making valuations for
the Lands Department. When special
leases were applied for, he generally re-
ported and advised as to the annnal value
that should be fixed. His professional
knowledge was of great use in this po-
sition, where he was doing good work.
Members might have seen his recently
published Guide to Settlers, for which he
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1ad been complimented by the Press and
sractieal men.

Mr. BATH had no wish to attack the
ifficer, and was glad of the information.
Che Burean would not justify the paying
f £280 for a clerk. The institution was
>f little use, and its paraphernalia would
10t impress infending settlers.

Item (Melbourne Ageney)—aArvears
acerued on appeal, £40:

Myr. T. L. BROWN: How eould there
be arrears in respect of the Melhourne
Agency, only recently established?

The PREMIER: This should have
appeared as a distinet item, as the amount
was provided to pay off suns deducted
from salaries during the last financial
vear, but now pgranted by the appeal
board, whieh revised the Commissioner’s
slassification.

Subdivision 2 — Surveys, Salaries
£25,510:

Agreed to without remark,
Subdivision 3—Lands Contingencies,
£12,300:

Item—Caves Board Grant, £1,000:

Mr SCADDAXN : There was an inerease
of £200 on this vote. to which he had
always taken exception, becanse we conld
do better with the money in developing
the resources of the State than in develop-
ing and beantifying caves which only a
smail section of the community conld
vigit. There would not be so much ob-
jection to the prant if the caves were near
Perth, where they could be visited by
people from all parts of the State; but
sitnated as they weve, they could only be
visited by the elite. In view of the
finances it wounld be preferable to redunce
the item instead of increasing it. He
moved an amendment—

That the tftem be reduced by £200.

The PREMIER : Hon. menthers visiting
the ecaves would know that # was abso-
lutely necessary for sufficient woney to
be devoted to their upkeep. These caves
were considered by many good judges to
be far superior to the Jenolan Caves, on
which the New South Wales Government
spent many thousands of pounds, but the
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Caves Board had last vear been impressed
with the necessity to economise, and the
vote had been reduced from £1,500 to
£300. However, the sam was found in-
sufficient and the board had overrun the
constable, so that it was necessary this
year fo increase the grant. This money
was nof restricted to the Busselton dis-
trict; it was also spent on the caves at
Wanneroo, which were within easy reach
of Perth, The matter had been
thoroughly incuired into, and it would
be unwise after spending so much on
the caves, to allow them to get into a

state of disrepair. The money was
spent very carefully by the lhon-
arary board vesponsible for the ex-
penditure.

[Mr. Hudson took the Chair.]

Mr TAYLOR: This item was generally
freely diseussed by members. Unfortu-
nately, we had net the Caves Board’s
report before ns this year.

The Premier: The report was typed;
but the board was not allowed to print it.

Mr. TAYLOR: The caves and the
roads leading to them had cost many
thousands of pounds, and in past years
there was always vigorous opposition to
any expenditure in this direction. The
Governwent shounld insist upon the board
economising and endeavouring to make
the eaves a paying ceoneern. Tn other
parts of Australia snch places were pay-
ing concerns. What was of more im-
portance to the State than caves and
sight-seeing places was the faet that we
had to eurtail our education vote and
that there were many places where child-
ren were not receiving edncation. Seeing
that the board had overrun the constable
last vear, there was no proof they would
not do the same again this year, and get
another inerease on fhe next Estimates.
When the matter was before the House
previously the same argumenis were
advanced by the CGlovernment, that as
such buge sums had been expended in
the past we should spend more; in other
words, hecanse we had sinned in the
past we should sin in the future. It was
a wrong policy to follow. The item
should he reduced and the eaves should
be put on a paying basis.
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Mr. HOLMAN: These caves and the
roads leading to them had cost the State
£50,000, and there had been no return
for the expenditure. The promise had
been given vears before that in a short
time the caves would be revenue-produc-
ing, but they were not, and we continued
to spend all this money in order fo enable
a few deadheads to visit them. So large
an expenditure should he countenanced
no longer. When it was remembered that
many prospectors had teo pay an epor-
mous price for water and that many died
through iuability to obtain medical at-
tendance, it would be realised that the
time had come for grants now being made
for pleasure resorts to be utilised for the
necessities of the people in the back
blocks. Many “dead-heads” went to the
caves at the expense of the State, and
that was described as being of benefit to
the eountry. A work that was very badly
needed was the construetion of a read he-
tween Peak Hill and Nannine. It would
cost £1,000, and the result would be to
reduce the distance by 25 miles. [The
Minister for Works: An officer of the de-
partment reported agaiust it.] Other
men who knew the couniry better than
that officer had reported favourably on
the road. If it were constructed the
cost of cartage would be greatly reduced
and the rvesult would be the saving of
thousands of pounds. However, instead
of spending the money on suweh a work,
which wonld be reproduetive, the Govern-
ment was voting it to a mere pleasure
resort. It wninst be admitted that the
caves were beautiful, but they should not
be farther beantified at the expense of
the unfortunate people in the back eoun-
try. Very many prospectors at Southern
Cross had been foreed to close their mines
down on account of the cost of water.
Again, at Meekatharra the cost of water
to prospectors for erushing alone amount-
ed to 3s. per ton. [The Minister for
Mines: That veport was exaggerated.]
Anyhow, the charge for water was 6s.
per thousand gallons for ermshing pur-
puses. Rather than spend this money on
the caves, it would be hetter to make a
reduction in the price of water there, or
open up roads in the agricultural distriet.
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The necessities of life should be provided
before luxuries.

The PREMIER: It was a pity that two
of the members who had protested against
the vote did not adopt a similar course at
a time when they were members of a
Ministry. He would point out that at
that time the Government of which they
were mewmbers provided £3,000 far the
caves, or an increase of £2,000 on the pre-
ceding vote,

Mr. Helman: That was because a pro-
mise was made that no more woney would
be required for the eaves.

The PREMIER : Perhaps the hon.
mewmber would accept a similar promise
from him. Anyhow, the fact rewained
that whereas the Government to which the
hon. members belonged inereased the vote
hy £2,000 in one year, the present Gov-
ernment were only asking for an increase
of £200. It was admitted that the caves
were worthy of the admiration of visitors
te the State, and it would be a great pity
if, for the sake of £200, they failed to
provide properly for maintenance and
up-keep.

Mr. T. L. BROWN protested against
the increase in the vote. In the initiatory
stages it was necessary that the vote for
the eaves should be much larger than they
were now, and this was the reason why the
vote was so much larger at the time when
the Labour Government were in power
The eaves were now developed, and the
board should try and keep expenditure
within reasonable bounds. Mention had
been made of the condition of affairs now
pertaining on the fields. People settling
on the land required facilities for getting
their produce to market and the Govern
ment should consider these people rathe
than inerease a vote for luxnries. If the
Government could afford to reduce th
amount for assistauce which had beer
wiven in the past to settlers on the land
then they should not inerease a vote fu
pleasure.

Mr. STUART supported the amend
meut, uot that he did not appreciate the
beauty of the eaves, but the Governmen
had treated in such a scurvy manner th
hospitals, the wmunicipalities and th
roads boards. We should not pander
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a class who could afford to visit these
beauty spots, for there were far more
deserving objects to which the money
could be placed.

The TREASURER (member for Sus-
sex) could understand the opposition of
members to the item if the country were
being starved in every direction; but the
fact was that the Government were pro-
viding all the facilities of transit to which
the member for Geraldton referred, and
also providing all facilities for education
to which the member for Mt. Margarvet
referred; the Government were also pro-
viding heathful resorts such as weve to be
found in the Caves distriet. There was
no centre where a respectable number of
«<children could be fouund that did not re-
eeive edueational facilities, and there was
no centre where the parents of children
could not get a capitation grant if five
or six children were found in the locality.
To argue then that we must cease to
beautify the spots given to us by nature
and which were utilised by all sections of
the community was nonsense. Members
conid not mention one person who visited
the Caves at the expense of the Govern-
ment. . .

Mr. Holmen: Wounld the Treasurer
place a return on the table showing the
numher of “deadheads” who visited the
Caves?

The TREASURER: Certainly, if the
return were moved for. Those persons
who derived benefit from the Caves were
persons who could ill-afford to spend
mouey in travelling ahout for pleasure.
The eoupon system inaugurated by the
Caves Board had worked admirably, and
last year 2,24) persons took advantage of
the coupon svstem. The Caves in this
State were said to be, by those who knew,
second to none in the Commonwealth. If
members {alked about reducing the vote,
they might as well strike it out altogether
and close up the Caves, and if they did
that they shonld close up the variouns
parks. Why should there be any place
at all for recreation in the State? Close
up the whole of the places, and leave
people to take to the bush for recrea-
tion! When the Labour Government
were in power in 1904-5, they placed a
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sum of £3,000 on the Estimates, and the
Caves were not in their initlatory stages
then more than at the present time,

Ay, Holman: The money was to pay
for the Accommodation-house which had
previously been started.

The TREASURER: Portion of this
item of £1,000 was for the renovation of
the Accommodation-house. Visitors to
the Caves furnished a considerable profit
to the railways. The 2,249 persons who
visited the Caves would represent a return
of at least £3,000 to the railways, which
wauld not be earned by the railways if we
had not the Caves for people to wisit.
The sum was only £200 more than was
provided last year, though there had been
considerable expenditure in opening up
the new caves at Yanchep, where grounds
were being laid out and"a envetaker was
placed in charge. These UCaves were a
great attraction, and within easy distanece
of Perth and Fremantle. Why all this
opposition to health resorts? The board’s
balance-sheet showed the excellent work
of the Caves Board and its secretary, who
earned an annually inereasing profit to
the State by the issue of conpons.

[Mr. Daglish resumed the Chair.]

Mr. BATH recognised, in the indirect
profit secured by the railways, some justi-
tication for this expenditure. The Caves
attracted visitors who ight otherwise go
East for a holiday. But members had
no definite information as to ihe income
derived from this large outlay. The New
Zealand Tourists Department earned a
considerable profit. Our expenditure on
the South-West Caves was large, includ-
ing the initiatory cost of roads, which
served few people except visitors to the
Caves. Much more thickly-settled dis-
tricts could not get onetenth of the
amount for roads. The whole expendi-
ture was wrong from the start. Before
the Caves were popularised. and when
visitors were few, the Government built
an expensive accommodation-house, re-
sulting in a heavy loss. But immediately
the Caves were popularised by the eonpon
system and lavish advertisements, the
house was leased to a private petson.



344 Estimates :

The Treasurer: The Governmment had
been losing on it £600 a year.

Mr. BATH: Yes; and as soon as a
profit was possible private enterprise was
encouraged to step in. Year after vear
we were informed that these votes were
the last required. There should be a
clear understanding whether the Caves
ware to be a permanent burden on the tax-
payer, or whether they would in & reason-
able time show a profit. What ecould
Justify the expenditure of new Caves
when, owing to the falling revenue, neces-
sary facilities in agricultural and mining
districts could not be provided? At this
rate we should soon have a cave for each
Minister to hide in on the inevitable day
of reckoning. Last year the Treasurer
assured us the vote had been reduced, out
of a desire to economise in view of the
deficit. Was ndt the finanecial- position
worse this year

Mr. ANGWIN : The amount pro-
vided on the Estimates for Caves and
roads to them amounted to about £1 per
lread for every visitor to the Caves.
Where was the addition to the railway
revenue in that 7 There was a sum of
£330 provided for repairs to the Aecom-
moedation-house. Who received the rent
from the Accommodation-house 9 Dhid
the board have that to expend in ad-
dition to the amount provided on the
Estimates ? If so, the amendment was
justified. Tt would be better to have
railway eommunication with the Caves,
hecause then they would atiract more
visitors. As for the Yanchep Caves, it
was proposed by the board to have gar-
dens and parks laid out. There wasone
gentleman who sat on most of the boards
in the State. It would be well not to
bave him on so ntany beards, for when-
ever he was on a board the grant for the
board was ‘inereased. .

Mr. Ewing : That gentleman did a
lot for the State.

Mr. ANGWIN : Anybody could do
a lot of work when there was plenty of
money with which to do it.

The Treasurer - The Labour Govern-
ment did not rednce the vote.

Mr. ANGWIN : Beeanse the money
had been expended before the Labour
Government came into office. As for
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these boards, they were a curse to the
eountry. It would be well to abolish the
Caves Board and take Mr. Robinson,
who was a splendid officer, into one of
the Government departments. Then the
Caves would be run muech cheaper and
more to the advaniage of the State.

Mr. EWING : The idea of opening
the Caves originally was to provide a
place of recreation for the people, par-
ticolarly those on the goldfields ; and
a large propartion of the visitors to the
Caves eame frow the goldfields, so that
it was smrprising that some members op-
pesite opposed the vote. Those visiting
the Caves during the year must have eir-
cunlated £10,000 in doing so. This item
would not greatly affect the giving of
facilities to outlying ecentres, and there
was already a fairly large programme on
the Estimates for that purpose. With
regard to this board, we must remember
that it was all honorary work in c¢on-
neetion with park boards, eaves hoards,
and roads boards ; and we should give
every ecredit for the work these boards
were doing. and not try to tradoce
tite members of them. The gentleman
referred to by the member for FEasf
Fremantle had done great service to the
country.

Mr. SCADDAN The goldfields people
had not the same advantages for visiting
the Caves as people in the ecoastal dis-

tricts, The coupons were issued only
between Perth and Busselton,
The Minister for Mines : There were

special excursions from the goldfields to
Busselton.

Mr, SCADDAN : See how that worked
ont. The average exemrsion fare per
mile from Kalgoorlie to Busselton worked
out at .618d. per mile second-elass, and
.89d. per mile first elass. From Perth
to Busselton, where the ecoupons were
in foree, the eost was .373d. per mile
second-class, and .745d. for first-class.
He wonld like to know whether the
coupons were dearer than the ordinary
excursion fares. It was useless for
members to argue that the funds were
provided for the special benefit of gold-
fields people. It was desirable that
people on the goldfields should be in-
duced to leave there every year, but the
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railway department thought otherwise,
for they charged the excursion fares 100
per cent. higher to Perth from the fields,
than from one part of the coast to an-
other.

The Minister for Railways : Speeial
rates had been brought out this year for
the journey from the fields to Busselton.
Perhaps the hon. member had not yet
seen them.

Mr., SCADDAN: The people on the
fields had no great desire to go to Bus-
selton. He had not seen those new rates.
The Treasurer had made a statement
that the Caves were run for the bene-
fit of the whole commmunity, bnt he must
have a peeuliar 1dea of what constituted
the whole community, considering that
last year 2,240 people visited the Caves,
while the population of the State was
260,000, The additional amount of £200
wonld provide school facilities in differ-
ent distriets. He had mentioned 2
:ase where 13 ehildren were growing up
in ignorance for want of a school teacher,
notwithstanding the fact that a hall was
available for use as a school. The
Education Department was approached
m this matter some time ago, and they
said that if eertain conditions were com-
plied with by the persons owning the
hall, a teacher would be appointed.
Those conditions werc complied with,
but the reply was received from the de-
partwment that the matter was having
Earther consideration.

The Minister for Fducation: There
was a school within four miles of that
nlace.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Treasurer wonld
:ake eare that his children were not forced
to walk four miles to and from school.

The Treasurer: They did not attend the
aational sehools.

Mr. SCADDAN would eontinune to op-
pose any sucgested increases of the
‘haracter of the one under discussion so
long as additional educational facilities
vere needed in the outhack country.

Mr. J. BREBBER: Some time ago
vhen the people on the goldfields kept
Deir wives and families in the Eastern
States and used to leave Western Ausira-
ia every year for their holidays, it was
surgested that evervthing possible should
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be done to make the national beauty spots
of the State so atiractive that ‘the people
would see fit to spend their holidays in
this country. We spent money to de-
velop our places of amusement and enter-
tainment, such as the Musenm, the King's
Park, the Zoological Gardens, so as to
keep the people in the State. Carrying
out that policy the Government had
opened up the road to the Caves, and
were only doing what the Governments of
New South Wales and New Zealand had
done.  America also did the same thing.
We should make the country attraetive to
tourists, whe would come here and spend
their mnoney in the Slate. In place of the
continual sneers fromn the Opposition, the
Government should have their support in
making the country better than it was.
Menbers shounld not run down the country
in which they derived their livelihood.
The Opposition used every endeavour to
prevent anything thal lent itself to the
pleasures, amusements, and instruction of
the people.

Mr. VERYARD: Whai proportion of
this amount would go for the improve-
ment of the Yanchep Caves? TUp to the
present time not a single ornamental tree
had heen planted in the neighbourhood of
these caves. A fenee had been erected
and a stone building was there which was
utterly useless. Some money had been
spent on an emhankment along the shores
of the lake and a sereen had been erected
for bathers; hut at the present time
persens visiting the Yanchep Caves had
to travel through eight or ten miles of
heavy sand. Some money should be voted
for the making of a read to the caves.

Mr. ANGWIN: The Caves Board was
useless. All that body thought of doing
was to obtain as much money from the
Government to waste. In regard to the
Yanchep Caves a magnificent plan had
heen drawn but nothing else had been
done and the member for the distriet
should see that some money was spent in
improving the approach to these Caves.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Aves - . .. 1
Noes . .. . 1

300

o

Majority against .
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ATES NoEes
Mr, Angwin Mr. Bureett
Mry. Bath AMr. Brebber
My. T. L. Brown Mr. Coweher
Mr. Collier Br. Lraper
Mr, Holmoan Mr. Eddy
Mr. Hudson Mr. Ewing
Mr. Mr, Gregory
Mr. Stuart Mr. Hayward
Ar. Underwood Mr, Layman
My, Veryard Mr. Malo
Mr. Ware QII ﬁltq:he]l
itmanno (Teller). Mr. Monger
M. He ( ) Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr, Price
Mr. A. J. Wilson
Mr. F, Wilson
Mr, Gordon (Taller),

Amendment thus negatived.

Ttem—Melbourne Agency £900:

Mr T. L. BROWN asked for explana-
tion,

The PREMIER: Some £400 was ap-
portioned to rent. We were advertising
in about 30 country newspapers, at a
cost of a little over £200. The balance

was for ineidental expenses, including a
carvetaker at £1 a week.

Ttem— Grant to National Physical La-
bovatory (expended in previous year):

Mr. SCADDAN: Though ne provision
was made in last year's Estimates, £100
had been expended. Why?

The PREMIER: The information was
not at the moment available

The CHAIRMAN: As there was no
sum set down, the item did not call for
discussion. The hon. member might give
notice of a question,

Subdivision 4 — Surveys £39,675—
agreed to.
Total vote for Lands and Surveys,

£106,534, put and passed.

Vote—Woods and Forests, £7,194:

The PREMIER: Xor last year the
estimated revenue of this branch was
£20,300 and the estimated expenditure
£5,668. The actual receipts were £27,783
and the actual expenditure was £6,270;
the revenue having thus been under-
estimated hy £2.500, while the expendi-
ture was €600 in excess of the estimate.
The estimated revenue for this year was
approximately £32,600 and the estimated
expenditure £7,194. Information as to
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the aetual revenue received to date was
not available, but there was every likeli-
hood that the anticipation would be rea.
lised. The only new departure iu con-
nection with the branch was that during
last year the results of the experimental
planting of pines at the Hamel State
Nursery had encouraged the Governmenl
to extend these operations, and quite re-
cently a large area had been reserved in
the neighbourhood of the Ludlow River,
with the object of having 100 aeres
planted with the pinus dusignis, whick
pine appeared to be suitable for that por-
tion of the State. Tenders had heen
called for clearing, feneing, and plough-
ing this area, and a suitable reserve had
been made round the 100 acres veserve.
Members would gain some idea of the
rapid growth of this pine when informed
that quite recently one of the trees, after
eight years’ growth, had heen sent ic
Bayley’s mill at Armadale to see whai
it eonld produce in the way of fruit
cases, and had turned out 42 fruit cases
of various sizes. The tree was 54ft. 4in.
long with a 16in. diameter three feet
from the ground and a mean girth of
2ft. Tin. While we yrealised we had
many timbers suitable for frnit cases,
many of them were too heavy. Tt was
necessary to reduce the weight of fruit
cases as wuch as possible; eight pounds
wans the unsual weight, hut a hlackbutt
fruit case would run as high as 13 pounds.
The fruit eases made from the pine tree
wounld be on exhibit at the Shew next
week as evidence of what could be done
hy enconraging the growth of this pine.
Many thousands of fruit cases were im-
ported last year; and if by the growth
of soft woods we could make all our own
fruit eases, it would he an industry well
wortll encouraging. He had been waited
cn by varlous nurserymen last year with
a request that the department should dis-
eontinue the free distribution of trees;
but he had not thought it advisable to
curtail the free distribution on the gold-
fields where the natural timber had heen
depleted, and where we should do all we
could to eneournge the growth of trees.
During the year several sawmill per-
mits had been granted under the Amend-
ing Act of 1904; and with the exeeption
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of one case of which members knew
something, the conditions had been ob-
served and there was every indication
that the new system of tenure was prefer-
able to the old.

Mr. BATH: It was pleasing to hear
the Premier had decided not to acquiesce
in the desire to prevent the free distribu-
tion of trees, especially on the goldfields,
because it was recognised thaf the denu-
dation of the timber had a material effect
for the worse on the cliraie ; and it was
pleasing to hear of the succevs of the pine
plantations. They had been carried out
at a minimum eost hy the employment of
prison labour, and good work had been
done by the Forestry Department. In
Victoria the sum of £600 per aere had
been derived from pines planted years
ago. There was one anomaly in this de-
partment. If we had an expert gentle-
man carrying out the work of this depart-
aient, one well acquainted with technical
letails, the position wonld be worth a
nuch larger salary than that paid to the
oresent Acting Inspector General. The
‘ime would come when we wounl: have fo
leal with the question, as every other
1ation had at the present time. In Jupan
v profit of £400,000 a year was derived
rom timber veserves, and in that coun-
1y there was a system of planung ecam-
shor trees which it was expected would be
vorth twenty-five millions in 20 years
ime. They were doing much in this di-
ection in India and other conntries.
some of the Rhodes schelars sent from
\usiralia were studying forestry in the
id conntry with the view of seeuring ap-
ointments in the Indian Forestry De-
vartment ; it was a pity we in Australia
ould not seenre the advantages of *their
ervices. The Government should go in
or re-afforestation on a seientific basis,
ot only to preserve our local timhers but
lso for planting timbers such as pines,
shich would prove of assistanee in the
uture. The increased expenditure in
he department had been rendered neces-
ary by the new regulations which re-
nired more forest rangers ; but as we
ad gained increased revenue from the
peration of the royalty system it wa= of
dvantage to the State.
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Ttem— Acting
Forests, £300:

Mr. ANGWIN : The Public Service
Commissioner classified this officer, Mr.
Richardson, at £230 maximum. Was the
officer doing extra work for the £390 2
If the Government could not carry out fhe
Public Service Act, the Act shonid be re-
pealed.

The PREMIER : Although certain
amendments might be introduced in the
Public Service Act, he conld nnl azree
that the measure should be repealed. As
to the officer in nuestion, the salary put
down oviginally for the Inspector General
of Forests was £600; but Mr. Richard-
son, who was secretary of the department,
had been acting as inspector general for
some years. In the public serviee classi-
fication the offiee of clerk in charge of
the woods and forests hranch was set
down at £230. If the position of In-
spector General of Forests were filled,
then Mr. Richardsen would have his
salary reduced to £230 ; in the meantime
he would receive the £300 he had been
getting for the past four or five years as
acting inspeector.  The Public Service
Commissioner in referring to the office
said : “ This eclassification of £230 is on
the assumption that an Inspeetor General
of Toresis will be appointed.” At the
present time Mr. Richardson was receiv-
ing a salary of £300.

Inspector General of

Tten—13 Forest Rangers £2,330 :

Mr. COLLIER : This vote showed an
increase of £177. He desired to know
whether, as a result of 2 statement made
in a recent law case that several hundreds
of pounds had been lost, owing to the lax
manner in which a certain forest ranger
had carried out his duties, the services of
that officer had been dispensed with. It
was evident that the system of colleeting
timber royalties was a bad one.

The PREMIER : There was no in-
erease in the vote this year as compared
with the vote last year, but the increase
was £177 as compared with the expendi-
ture of last year. The reason for this
was that one officer had been away for
some time. With regard to the second
question of the hon. memher as to the
ranger referred to in the Whittaker case,
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inquiries had been made, and it had been
reported by the head of the branch that,
although as striet an inspection as was
desived had not been made, still the
neglect was not sufficient to cause the
officer’s services to be dispensed with.
Tt had been said that £60¢ had been lost
by the department. That was not so.
The Crown Law Department were now
making a c¢laim on the parties concerned
with a view to recovering the amount
owing.

Other items agreed to ;
passed.

vote put and

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier : Papers on Applica-
tions for Loans in connection with the
Stirling Estate,

BILL—POLICE FORCE (CONSOLI-
DATION).

Received from the Legislative Couneil.
and on motion by the Premier read a
first thine.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 11.28 o’clogk
until the next day.
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Agricultural Railways.

Tegislative EHasembly,
Thursday, 24th Oclober, 1907.

) of
Agncu.lmml Rn.l.l.wa_v I.r.mda Resump-

Cnttle Erom Tick Area
Overpayment of Subsidies to Mum-:'.lp:lht:les
Railway Wood-live, Cue ...
Hewnge Filter-beds .
Sewerage Scheme Inqun'y
Agricultural Information and the Press
Moticn : Sewage Filter.bed Drawings .
Bills: Mt. Mugnet-Bluck Ronge Railwoy, UE. ‘moved
Sale of Government Property, 2. conciuded,
Com, reported
Estimates resumed : ’l‘rensury Votes and Itema
first to Audit possed ...
Disenssion oo Tender Doard System ...
Discussion on Care of Aborigines

Questlons

The SPEAKER took the Chair
4.30 o'clock p.w.

Prayers.
QUESTION
WAY LANDS RESUMPTION.
Mr, STONE asked the Premier:

-4
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W

he consider the advisability of resumi
all unimproved land within ten miles .
new railway lines in agrieultural distrie

for the purposes of close settlement,

the value of the said land prior to t

construetion of such railways?
The PREMIER replied: Provisien

made in all new Railway Bills that ba

been introdnced for the resumption

areas of not less than 1,000 acres, a
certain blocks are being inspected at t

present time. The eclause referred

reads as follows:—
“At any time after the passing
this Aet, and until the expiration
twelve months from the publication

notice in the Government Gazetle ¢
claring the railway open for traffie, t
Governor may, with the object of e

eouraging the cultivation and

sett

meunt of the land, compulsorily purch:
any land in pareels of not less thano
thousand acres, each parcel being t
property of one person or two or me¢

persons jointly or in

common, a

sitnated within Hfteen iles on eitl
side of the line of railway, and whi
land is certified by the Minister §

Lands as suitable for eloser agricultu

settlement : Provided that noe land sh
be compulsorily purchased until |
Land Purchase Board has favoural

reported thereon.”



